Albert Einstein—vocabulary, reading comprehension questions, essay questions, and ideas for research related to the novel. 

You must know absolutely ALL the words in this book!!! 

Chapter 1—The Compass

Compass

Lid

Needle

Parrot

To be in a fix

Ghost

Foolish

Magnet

Tray

1. Describe the compass.

2. In what country and city did the Einstein family live?

3. Who are all the members of the family?

4. Who is Laura?

5. What is Hans’ story?

6. Explain how a magnet works.

7. What two questions does Albert still have at the end of the first chapter?

Chapter 2—Cousins from the Black Forest

Delighted

Bashful

Blouse

Monks

Meadow

Crowd

Parade

Brass

To stroll

Ox

Charcoal

Plum

String

Sideward

Upwards

1. Why were Hermine, Elsa, Paula, Albert, and Maja “double cousins”?

2. Describe a Bavarian traditional costume for men and women.

3. What is a “streetcar”? (p. 25)

4. When is the Oktoberfest and what is it? How long does it last? Describe it.

5. What is the symbol of the city of Munich? (p. 27)

6. What are some things that the Einstein saw and did at the festival?

7. What happened to the balloons Albert was keeping?

8. What new questions does Albert have at the end of Chapter 2?

Chapter 3—Is Albert Stubborn?

Violin

Scales

To sew

Squeaky

To tease

Waltz

Strict

To whip

Stubborn

To sigh

Recess

Stiff

Shiny

Unwilling

Stern

Frightened

Coward

To march

To shiver

1. Was Albert a good violin student? Explain.

2. What did Albert’s mother tell him that interested him?

3. What do Albert’s parents think of German schools?

4. What kind of students was Albert? Give details.

5. Why didn’t Albert want to play with his classmates during recess?

6. Who is Honest John? (p. 47)

7. Describe what happened with the real officer and Honest John.

8. What do you think of Albert’s reactions and answers to the officer? What can we learn about his character? 

9. Do you agree with Albert’s opinion of the army? Explain. 

Chapter 4—No School Today

Goose feathers

Batteries

Seldom

To grin

Gingerbread

To climb/to hike

To puzzle

Current

Chemicals

To connect

Absent minded

Astonishment

To wink

1. What kind of shop do Herman and Jacob Einstein have?

2. What did Albert learn about electricity?

3. Explain what “absent minded” means

4. What was Uncle Jacob doing in his office? 

5. Who stayed in the shop sleeping, and why? What happened?

6. At the end of this chapter, what is Albert’s new interest? What does he already know about it? Do YOU know anything about it? 

Chapter 5—Troubles for the Einsteins

To shiver

To get along

Stove

Pike

To squawk

To pluck

1. Who is Gertrude and who doesn’t like her?

2. From the information give here, when was Einstein born?

3. Explain what Albert was going to get for dinner and what he actually got. Why?

4. What happened between Laura and Gertrude?

5. Where did Gertrude go and who is Gerald?

Chapter 6—A New Friend

Butterflies

To wander

To stroll

Stork

To slide

To struggle

To shatter

Splints

Bandages

Eels

Toads

Insects

To admire

Meteors

Volcanoes

Earthquakes

1. Why did Albert almost drown in the river?

2. Who helped him get out of the water?

3. What was Max studying and how old is he?

4. Do Albert’s teachers like it when he always asks questions at school? 

5. What do storks eat?

6. Tell the story of the stork.

7. What did Albert and Max do together and learn together? 

Chapter 7—The Boomerang

To grin

To greet

Whale

Hive

Verses

To blush

Matter

Gravity

To peer

Zebras

Camels

Whip

To hunt

Boomerang

Prey

To clap

To bounce

To carve

Edge

Clever

Bat

1. What present did Albert give to Max?

2. Have you ever written poetry? Write a short poem for someone you like very much.

3. Explain what “matter” and gravity are.

4. Where did Albert first see a boomerang?

5. Why is Albert’s boomerang useful for the family?

6. What did Albert’s father think Albert should do?

Chapter 8—Geometry and Violin Concerts

To comb

Eager

To bark

To drill

“Bright spot”

Lines

Angles

Surfaces

Wheel

Sphere

Marble

Honeycomb

Pattern

Web

Hexagon

Octagon

Cone

Erupt

Puppet

To sail

Gypsy

Orphans

Rehearsal

“Stage fright”

Awful

Bow

To applause

To sink

1. Why is Albert so glad to start school again?

2. Why are German schools so strict?

3. Explain what the “geometry game” is and give some of YOUR examples.

4. Who is Mr. Gerhart and what does he want?

5. Tell how Albert’s first concert was.

6. What is one thing Albert doesn’t like in life (except for school)? How do you think you would react in Albert’s situations now and later in his life? 

Chapter 9—Good-by Germany!

Gymnasium

Diploma

To settle

To occur

Platform

Trail

To peep around

Drum

“Outsider”

Solemn

To drag

Lungs

Pulse

Go grumble

Expelled

Saucer

Whistle

1. What happened to the Einstein’s business and where did they go?

2. How old is Albert when he’s left alone in Munich? How old were YOU when you were alone without your family for the first time? How did it feel?

3. Where had Max gone?

4. Who are the Weissmans and what happens with their children? How does Albert feel?

5. Did Albert feel that he was like the other boys at school? Explain.

6. What is one important question Albert asked in class?

7. Why did Albert go to the doctor and what did the doctor say?

8. What are some questions Albert asked his science teacher and how did the teacher feel?

9. What did his math teacher think?

Chapter 10—Wonderful Italy

Scold

Knapsack

Vineyard

Slopes

Barrel

Bare

Flock

Accordion

Wolf

Donkey

Fireworks

Iron

Atmosphere

Engineer

1. Where did Albert want to travel, how, and why?

2. What happened one night and what important question did Albert ask himself?

3. What happened to the Einstein family and where did Albert decide to go now?

Chapter 11—Swiss at Heart

Eager

To persuade

Cinnamon

To stumble

Chestnuts

Homesick

Citizen

1. Was the letter given to Albert by his math teacher enough to get him into the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology? Explain. 

2. What happened there and what did he have to do?

3. Why did Albert finally like school in Aarau?

4. Who are the Wintelers? What did they do for Albert?

5. What kind of feelings did Albert have about Switzerland after his year in Aarau?

Chapter 12—Professor Einstein

Patent

Inventor

To examine

To scorn

Foolish

Spot

Beliefs

To hurtle

Length

Width

Thickness

Obvious

Endless

Flow

Mass 

Lecture

Predictions

To bend

Eclipse

Crowd

Banquet

Ruler

Jews

Tyrant

1. What is Albert’s first job after the SFIT? Is he good at it? What else does he do in Bern?

2. What is “ether” and who believes in it?

3. What did Albert’s paper talk about?

4. Who is Professor Kleiner and what are two things he told Albert?

5. What are the FOUR dimensions of space according to Albert?

6. Explain three new ideas Albert had that revolutionized science.

7. Why did some scientists travel to Brazil and Africa?

8. In what different cities and countries did Albert work and travel?

9. People everywhere liked Albert except one person. Who and where? 

10. What did Albert decide to do because of that?

Chapter 13—Albert Einstein, American

Christmas carols

To echo

Frosty

Old-fashion

To seize

Sorrow

To gain

Shadow

Figure

Shy

Humble

To impress

To nod

Astonishment

To bother

To become acquainted

To interrupt

Fractions

Privilege

Atom

Thoughtful

To train

Modest

To overlook

To carve

Bewilderment

Remarkable

Tremendous

1. What do the carolers say about Hitler and Albert?

2. Who plays the violin and invites the carolers to get warm inside?

3. Remember Albert’s first violin concert and how shy he felt—have things changed now? What do you feel about his personality?

4. What has Albert done for Billy and Frances?

5. In 1939, Albert wrote a letter. To whom? What did the letter say?

6. Explain some of the things Albert has worked on along the years and the many honors he received.

Final questions:

1. School systems are different in every country. How is it in your country and what do you think of the U.S. system so far?

2. Einstein’s teachers in Germany didn’t like him because he asked too many questions. What do you think would happen if Einstein were in a school today, in the U.S., and in your country?

3. Einstein’s family is very special: they discussed a lot with Albert about things he liked and never criticized him. Do you think it influenced him and how? How is YOUR family? Do you think that they influenced the way that you learn and what you like to study at school? Did they influence your character?

4. During Albert’s childhood, Germany was getting ready for two wars and Hitler. Throughout the story, what indication did we have of such as future? Were people realizing what was going to happen soon?

5. Hitler didn’t like “famous and intelligent” people. Why do you think so? Are there other people like him who were scared of “intellectuals” at some point in history and in other countries? Explain.

6. Einstein completely revolutionized the world of sciences. Do you know of any other such great scientists who had great ideas that changed the world?

Research: 

1. Gravity, Newton, Galileo, etc. 

2. Electricity

3. Magnetism

4. Earth rotation

5. History (nazism, Germany, Italy, Switzerland)

6. Television

7. Einstein’s theories

8. Great inventions in science (Fleming, Pastor, etc.)

