I HAVE A DREAM 

CIVIL RIGHTS: Do some research about the Civil Rights and write a 10-point summary about your findings. Be ready to tell the class about what you learned. 

CHAPTER 1  YOU ARE AS GOOD AS ANYONE

1. In this chapter, where did Martin Luther King live?

2. How old was he in this chapter?

3. Why couldn’t Martin play with Tom and Billy?

4. What did the boy’s mother tell Martin?

5. What is a colored?

6. How did Martin feel about this incident?

7. Define the word “prejudice”. 

8. What is segregation?

9. What did Martin’s mother tell him about being black?

CHAPTER 2  I’M GOING TO GET ME SOME BIG WORDS

1. What was it that Martin never forgot?

2. What was Martin’s father called?

3. What kind of a man was he?

4. What was the occupation (job) of Martin’s father?

5. Where did he work?

6. What did the father fight for?

7. What did the father say to the policeman?

8. Why didn’t the father buy the shoes?

9. How did the father feel about segregation?

10. How did Martin feel about his father?

11. Describe the character of Martin in a few words.

CHAPTER 3  A DREAM BEGINS TO GROW

1. What did Martin like to do even more than play with his friends?

2. What kind of books were Martin’s favorites?

3. Name 3-4 famous black people in the U.S. history.

4. What incident caused Martin to say:  “I was the angriest I have ever been in my life”?

5. What kind of student was Martin?

6. What age did he start his college?

7. What college?

8. Describe Martin’s personality.

9. What kind of things did he like to do in college?

10. How did he make white friend?

11. Now how did he feel about the white race?

12. What was the worst enemy of the black race in his mind? (p. 25)

13. In college Martin began to think about his future career.  What career did he not want to have?  Why?

14. Dr. Benjamin Mays convinced Martin to change his mind about his career.  Why?   (p. 27)

15. At what age did Martin preach his first sermon?

16. How was this sermon received by his father and the congregation?

17. What was the main point of Martin’s sermon?  (p. 28)

CHAPTER 4  SOME BIG IDEAS
1. At what age did Martin graduate from Morehouse College?

2. What did he decide to do next?

3. How did this decision change his life? (pp. 29-30)

4. What kind of ideas did he learn at Crozer?

5. According to Thoreau, what is “civil disobedience”?

6. Who was Mahatma Gandhi?

7. What kind of things did Martin learn from the writings of Mahatma Gandhi?

8. What kind of student was Martin at Crozer College?

9. Where and what did Martin study after Crozer?

10. Whom did Martin meet during his Boston years?

11. What qualities did Martin look for in his future wife?

12. Why didn’t Coretta Scott want to marry Martin at first?  (p. 35)

13. What or who changed her mind?

CHAPTER 5  THE MAN AND THE MOVEMENT MEET

1. In 1953 Martin and Coretta married.  The next year Martin received his doctorate.  What kind of a job did he take?  Why?  Where?  (p. 39)

2. What kind of a city was Montgomery, Alabama at that time?

3. On Dec. 2, 1955 something happened in Montgomery that changed King’s life forever.  What happened?

4. Who was Rosa Park?

5. What happened to her?

6. Why was Rosa Park’s decision important to Martin and other black leaders?

7. What did they decide to do?

8. What was the miracle on Monday, Dec. 5th in Montgomery?

9. Why was a very old black woman walking?  (p. 46)

10. What was the MIA?

11. Who became it’s leader?

12. Who was Moses in the Bible?

13. Why was Martin called the “Moses” of his people?

CHAPTER 6  THE WALKING CITY

1. Name the three things the Montgomery Improvement Society wanted.  (p. 53)

2. What is a boycott?

3. From now on in Montgomery, how did the black people travel without using buses?

4. Name the three ways the city government fought the black boycott.

5. How did Martin feel about going to jail?  (p.  57)

6. Why was Martin released from jail?  (p.  57)

7. Why was Martin afraid?

8. What did he want to do?  (pp.  59-60)

9. What did he do to overcome his fear?  (p.  60)

10. What can we learn to do from this experience?

CHAPTER 7  THE MIRACLE OF MONTGOMERY

1. What happened to the King home?

2. How did the black community react to this incident?

3. What was Martin’s reaction?

4. What did he say to his people?  (pp. 62-63)

5. After Martin’s speech, how did the crowds react?  (p.  63)

6. What was the nation’s reaction to Martin and his nonviolence?

7. The city of Montgomery took Martin to court and they won.  What happened in the federal court?

8. Later the city of Montgomery again took Martin to court.  This time what happened before the trial started?  (p.  67)

CHAPTER 8  THE MOVEMENT GROWS

1. Now Martin was famous in the land.  How was his life changed?

2. What kind of honors did he receive?

3. Martin became the leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.  What was the purpose of this organization?  (p.  69)

4. Why did Martin resign as the pastor of his church in Montgomery and move to Atlanta to work with his father?

5. During this same time, what was happening all over the South? 

6. What were many black and white students doing?

7. What song were the students singing as they were taken to jail?

8. What was Martin teaching to the students?  (pp.  73-74)

9. Martin was taking a more active part in sit-ins.  He was jailed.  How did his daughter Yoki feel about that?  (p.  74)

10. How did Coretta King answer he daughter’s question?

11. Did Yoki understand her mother’s explanation?

12. What did Yoki say?  (p.  75)

CHAPTER 9  THE CHILDREN’S CRUSADE

1. In the early nineteen-sixties, the segregation was beginning to break in some small ways, but not enough.  What did Martin decide to do?

2. Where did Martin take his non-violent protest now?  Why?

3. What was Martin’s plan for Birmingham?  (p.  77)

4. What did the blacks do there in order to achieve their goals?

5. Who was the chief of police in Birmingham?

6. What kind of a man was he?

7. What happened to the protesters?

8. What happened to Martin?

9. Where was he put?  (p.  80)

10. While in jail, Martin received a newspaper article that attacked him and his actions.  As a response to this article, Martin wrote a long letter answering those who criticized him.  What is this letter called today? 

11. What has it become in the civil rights movement?  (p.  82)

12. Many people were getting tired of protest marches in Birmingham because nothing seemed to change.  What was Martin’s desperate answer to this problem? (pp.  83-84)

13. Why did the children want to protest?

14. What was one eight-year-old child’s answer to the policeman?  (p.  84)

15. The children continued coming and marching.  Now what did Bull Conner order his policemen and firefighters to do?  (p.  86)

16. Bull Conner thought he had won.  What was Martin’s answer and challenge to him?  (pp.  86-87)

17. How did the nation react to all this in Birmingham as they watched the TV news?

18. Finally, who or what stopped the violence in Birmingham?  (pp.  89-90)

19. What is the strongest force for good in the world (in your opinion)?

CHAPTER 10  “I HAVE A DREAM TODAY”

1. How did President Kennedy feel about and help the Civil Rights Movement?  (p.  91)

2. What did Martin organize next to keep the movement ging?

3. How many people came to Washington D.C.?

4. What was Martin’s message to these people?  Give the main ideas.  (pp. 95-96)

5. What was the majority of the people’s reaction to his speech?  (p.  96)

6. Year 1963 was a year of many victories, but also a terrible time in the USA.  What bad things happened that year?  (pp.  96-97)

7. How did Martin react to these tragic events?  (p. 97)

CHAPTER 11  THE GREATEST AWARD OF ALL

1. What kind of father was Martin?

2. How did his children feel about him?

3. What else did Martin like to do at home besides play with his children?  ( p.  100)

4. In October 1964, what honor was given to Martin?  Why?

5. After receiving many honors and awards, what pleased him the most?  Why?  (pp.  102-103)

CHAPTER 12  “BLOODY SUNDAY”

1. Why did Martin take his crusade to Selma, Alabama?

2. What kind of a place was it?

3. What kind of a man was Sheriff Clark?

4. Jimmie Lee Jackson was shot in Selma.  As a result, Martin organized to protest this senseless murder.  What happened at the beginning of this march?  (pp.  107-108)

5. Martin sent a call across the nation for religious leaders to come to Selma, Alabama and join the protest march that was being organized.  How many came?  (p.  108)

6. Again a tragedy struck.  What happened?  (p.  108)

7. How did the nation react to this event?

8. What did President Johnson say?  (p.  109)

9. The march from Selma to Montgomery went forth.  How were the marchers protected this time?  Why?

10. How did Martin view this march?

11. What did he say to the people in the capital of Alabama?  (pp. 111-112)

CHAPTER 13  THE POOR PEOPLE’S MARCH

1. President Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  Why was that an important law?

2. What does it do?  (p.  114)

3. Martin worked hard to overcome segregation, mainly in the South.  There was another serious problem that crippled the blacks.  What was that?  (p.  115)

4. What happened in Watts, LA in august of 1965?  Why?

5. What did Martin say to the blacks in Watts?

6. How did the blacks react to Martin’s words?

7. What was Martin’s answer to their criticism?

8. By this time, how did Martin feel?

9. Why must he continue?  (p.  118)

10. Why did Martin give Coretta placstic carnation flowers?  (p.  119)

11. In 1968, Martin began to organize the poor people’s march to Washington D.C.  Whom did he invite to be a part of this march?  Why?

CHAPTER 14 “BLACK AND WHITE TOGETHER, WE SHALL OVERCOME…“

1. Why did Martin go in April 1968 to Memphis, Tennessee?

2. Why did Martin call off the march in Memphis?

3. Later martin decided to go back to Memphis.  Why?  (p.  122)

4. What did Martin say in his last speech?  Give the main idea.  (pp. 122-123)

5. What happened at the Lorraine Motel?

6. How old was Martin at that time?

7. Who killed Martin?  Why?

8. What was the nation’s reaction to Martin’s death?

9. For what did Martin want to be remembered?  (p.  126)

10. How many people came to walk behind Martin’s coffin?

11. Tell your personal feelings about Martin Luther King and his works.

