Number the Stars

Vocabulary and Idioms—LEARN the words preceded by a little asterix (*)

PREVIEW: INTERNET WORK:
1. Number the Stars and Lowry
2. Nazi and Denmark

OVERALL QUESTIONS: 
1. What time period is it?
2. How has life changed since the Nazi occupation? (answers in every chapter)
3. Notice Lowry's writing style, her descriptions, and what she chooses to title the chapters, etc. 
4. Notice all the references to courage. This is a major theme throughout the book!

Chapter l
Civilized - decent, normal

Stocky - short and fat

Lanky - tall and skinny

Hesitated - to stop, to not be sure

Residential- neighborhood

Skirted - to run around, to brush by

Panting - breathing very hard

Skip a beat - to be nervous and feel like your heart has missed a beat

Halte - stop

Plodding- to move along very slowly

Planted firmly - to be unmoving

Grip - to hold tightly

Contempt - hates and disgust

Trail away - fade out, become quiet

Prodded - to poke, to push

Sneering - evil look

Rosy-cheeked - to have red cheeks

Scowling - mean look

Stubborn - unwilling to change

Defiantly - rebelliously

Stroke - to touch tenderly

Hoodlums - uncivilized people

Catch the eye - to look at eye to eye

Scurried - to move quickly

Chattering- to talk quickly and mindlessly

Nazi - the German military in World War 2

Incident - event, happening

Slapped - to hit with an open hand

Exaggerating - to make a story more exciting than it really was

Edgy - nervous

Resistance - rebel fighting, a group of people against the government in power

Absorbed - to pay total attention to something

Sabotage - to try to ruin someone's plans

Murmur - complain

Cupcake- a small-cake likes a dessert

Glanced - to look quickly

Impassive- non-emotional

1. Describe Ellen, Annemarie, and Kirsti:
2. How long have German soldiers been in Denmark?
3. Why does Annemarie's mother think the soldiers stopped the children?
4. What kind of newspaper is "De Frie Danske"?
5. What is the Resistance?
6. Why is it "important to be one of the crowd"? (page 8)

Chapter 2
pg 11. Snuggle - to get very close to

Fairy tale - a magical, make-believe story

Mermaid- half woman /half fish

Interrupting - to speak at same time

Pretend - not real

Sprinkled - to add small amounts

Suitable- appropriate, good

Throne - the chair a king sits on

pg. 13 dim- dark

Greeted - to be welcomed, to say hi

Surrender - to give up and let someone else have power

Amused - to think that something is funny

Bodyguard - someone who protects a person

14- shivered - to shake because of the cold or a cold feeling

Considered - to think about

Trousseau - the things a girl saves or the time she gets married

Intricate - very involved complicated

15 - enormous - big

Fiercely - strongly, courageously

Crushed - smashed

16- injured - hurt

Mourned- to be sad

Trunk - 2 wooden boxes that you keep things in

17- soft-spoken - someone who doesn't say much.

Fiasco- the person you are engaged to be married to

Pranks - jokes

Lingered - stayed

1. Who is Hans Christian Andersen?
2. What kind of story did Kirsti want Annemarie to tell her?
3. Why did the people love their king, Christian X?
4. Why didn't King Christian need a bodyguard, according to Annemarie's father?
5. What happened to Lise? Why?
6. What countries are the German soldiers in now?
7. Why do you think Peter and Annemarie's father act differently than before?

Chapter 3

Dawdled - to move slowly and waste time

Scampered - to move quickly like a small animal

Install - to put in

*Rationed - to get only a small amount at a time, this often happens during a war. The butter was rationed.

*Crib - a bed for a baby

Haughtily - proudly

kroner - the Danish word for money

Padlock - big lock

Stooped - bent

Squinting - to narrow your eyes in order to see more clearly

*Distracted - to pay attention to some thing other than what you should be paying attention to

*Curfew - a time set for people to return to their homes

Treat - special

*You’re all legs - your legs are so long that it looks like most of your body is legs.

Tormenting - to treat cruelly, punish

Cocoon - a web a caterpillar spins around itself before it becomes a butterfly, some place warm comfortable and safe.

1. When Annemarie's mother noticed the button missing from Kirsti's jacket, what did she ask the girls to do on their way home from school?
2. What did the girls discover when they went to Mrs. Hirsch's?
3. Why do you think that Annemarie's mother is upset by the news, and goes immediately over to talk to Mrs. Rosen?
4. Why does Peter come to visit in the night?
5. Annemarie's father said that all of Denmark was the bodyguard for King Christian. Now, for whom must all of Denmark be the bodyguard?
6. What are your feelings about courage and ordinary people being courageous? (end of chapter)

Chapter 4

Ball- a big dance that royalty attend

Stomp - to walk with very heavy steps

Glowering - angry

*Exasperated - frustrated, to not know what to do

Sputtered - not smooth

*Outgrown - to grow so that something doesn't fit

*Examine - to look very closely at something

*Designated - to set aside for a purpose

*Occupation forces - the soldiers of a foreign country which stay in the country that they are at war with

Ablaze - on fire

Submerged - completely under water

*Chatterbox - someone who is always talking

Synagogue - a Jewish church

*Tense - nervous, not relaxed

Dismay - disappointed

Briskly - quickly

Pout - to show child like temper

*Congregation - the group of people that attend a church

*Stunned - shocked

Sob - to cry out loud

1. What is Ellen's talent?
2. Why doesn't Kirsti like her new shoes?
3. What is Ellen's father going to do to make the shoes nicer?
4. What happened at the end of July? Why did Kirsti think it happened? What really happened?
5. Why do the Rosens change their plans about the New Year celebration? 
6. What is "relocation"?
7. How are the Johansens going to hide Ellen? Why do you think they are going to help the Rosens?

Chapter 5

Imperious - commanding, majestic like manners

*Haul you off - take you away

*Star of David - the religious symbol of the Jews

Pound - to hit with a lot of force

Murmur - to speak softly

Breeze - soft wind

*Contentedly - happily

*Abruptly - suddenly

Holster - the carrier for a gun

*Blur - something that is unclear when you look at it

*Clasp - the part of a necklace that hold it together

Harsh - mean, stern

Wailing - screaming and crying

Fists would fly - hitting angrily

*Winced- to draw away from something that is unpleasant

*From the milkman - to imply that the mother had a child with some other than the man she is married to

*Unwavering - unmoving

Teething ring - a small toy that a baby chews on when its teeth are coming in

Grinding - to crush and twist

Clutch - hold

*Imprinted - to leave the shape of something

Palm - inside of hand

1. What do you learn about Lise?
2. What does Ellen think t hat the worst thing in the world is? What does this foreshadow (predict)?
3. What does Annemarie think about dangers? What does this foreshadow (predict)?
4. Who came to the apartment late at night?
5. What did Annemarie do with Ellen's necklace? Why?
6. Why did Annemarie's father tear the pictures from the album?
7. Compare the descriptions of the soldiers in this chapter to the descriptions in chapter 1.
8. Do you think that Annemarie was brave? Why?
9. Was it worth it for the Johansens to help the Rosens? Why?

Chapter 6

*Suspicious - to wonder or to think something might be true

*Bald - to have no hair

*Eased - relaxed

Meadow - a low grassy field

*Code - when something really means something else

Strolled - to walk casually, relaxed

*Distorted - to make something an abnormal shape

*Heart sank - to become disappointed

Chuckled - laughed

Prance - to move lightly (like a deer)

*Outskirts - edge - outside

Wagging - to move back and forth

Clearing - a place with no trees

1. How is helping the Rosens helping the Johansens?
2. Did Mr. Rosen go with his family to Uncle Henrik's house? Why?
3. What is Henrik's job?
4. What did Papa mean when he told Uncle Henrik that he would bring him some Cigarettes?
5. Why did the soldiers ask if they were going to Uncle Henrik's for the New Year?
6. What were they afraid that Ellen would tell the soldiers?
7. Why do you think they walked through the woods instead of the road?
8. What memories does Annemarie's mother have?

Chapter 7

*Damp- a little wet

Shoreline- the edge of the ocean

Purring- the sound a cat makes when it is happy

Applesauce- a sweet dessert made from ground apples

Outline- to go around the outside

Scandinavia - the northeast part of Europe, including Swede, Denmark, Norway, Finland

*Tidy - clean

*Tuck in - to be put into bed, to have some one tell you good night while you are in bed

1. What is Ellen's mother afraid of?
2. How far is Sweden?
3. Why did the girls need to stay away from the people while they were at Uncle Henrik's?
4. What did Annemarie do with Ellen's necklace?
5. This chapter ends "Tonight there was no laughter at all." How is this different from before? Why does it end this way? What does this mean? What does this foreshadow (predict)?

Chapter 8

Haze - unclear, cloudy

*Daybreak - the beginning of the day when the sun comes up

*Irritated - to be bothered by something

Window sill- the edge at the bottom of a window

*Gesturing - movement of the hands to show meaning

Booming - very loud

Faucet- the place where water comes into a sink

To lie at anchor- to stop a ship in the water with a very heavy weight

*Burial - the ceremony of putting someone's body into the ground after they have died

*Grouch- not in a good mood, angry, unhappy

1. Who is Thor, the God of Thunder?
2. Why is cream a treat?
3. What do you think of Kirsti's joke on page 68?
4. What is the Kattegat?
5. Who is Blossom?
6. What does Mama tell Uncle Henrik that he needs? Why?
7. What does Uncle Henrik mean when he said tomorrow will be a day for fishing?
8. Who has died? Does this person really exist?
9. Why do you think they are having a funeral for this Aunt?
Chapter 9

*Pulse - the beat of a heart

Udder - the part of a cow that milk comes from

*Dismayed - disappointed

Hearse - the car that carries dead people to the cemetery

Sulking - to be silent because of sadness or anger

*Casket - the box that dead people are buried in

*Mourners - the people who are sad because of a death

*Urgency - importance necessity nervousness

1. Why is Annemarie angry with her mother?
2. Does Annemarie think that she is brave?
3. Uncle Henrik says that it is easier for a person to be brave when they don't know everything. Do you agree? Why or why not?
4. Why is it safer for Ellen and Kirsti to believe that Aunt Birte has died?
5. How is this funeral different from Lise's? Why?
6. Who returned with Uncle Henrik?
7. What emotions does Peter bring?
8. What do you think will happen next? Do you still think it's worth it for the Johansens to help the Rosens?

Chapter 10

*Bond - something that hold two things or two people together

Surge - to rise suddenly to a higher level

*Dozed - to sleep

*Tensed - not relaxed

*Condescending - to act like you are better than another person

Gaze - sight, to look at

Coffin -casket

Typhus - a dangerous disease that gives a red rash and body lice, etc.

Germs - the small particles that transmit diseases

*Swift - fast

*Extinguished - to put a fire out

Mantel - the shelf over a fireplace

Psalm - a verse of scripture

*Ancient - very old

*Cruel - mean

1. How does Mrs. Johansen explain the gathering of so many people at Uncle Henrik house to the soldiers?
2. What does the soldier ask Annemarie?
3. Why is it strange that the casket is closed?
4. What does this Psalm mean to you? Why do you think Peter chose this Psalm to read? Why do you think the words of the Psalm were chosen as the title for the book?
5. The chapter ends, "Now is the time." Explain.
6. Is there anything in your life that brings your strength like the Bible did for them?
7. Why does Annemarie think the world is "too big, too cold, and too cruel"? Have you ever thought this?

Chapter 11
*Shabby - old and worn to the point that it looks bad

Encased - to completely surround or enclose

*Protruding - to stick out

*Puzzled - confused

*Commotion - disturbance

1. How do the people prepare?
2. Why is the packet important? Who needs it? Why didn't Mr. Rosen ask Peter anything about the packet that Peter gave him?
3. Why do you think Peter calls Annemarie's mother by her name, Inge, instead of Mrs. Johansen?
4. Why is Uncle Henrik going to take the Rosens and the other people?
5. What does Annemarie mean when she says, "So there were other sources too, of pride, and they had not left everything behind."?

Chapter 12
*Trip - to stumble or fall while walking

Balanced - to remain upright

Stumble- to fall or lose balance

*Route - path

Gnarled - twisted

Sure-footed -confident

Horizon -the line where the earth and sky come together

*Imitating - to act like you are someone else

Fling - to throw with force

*Peered - to look carefully

1. Why does Annemarie's mother have to lead the Rosens to the boats? Why can't they go themselves?
2. Why did Annemarie cry when the Rosens leave?
3. Why does Annemarie think it is harder for the ones waiting--like Papa--than it is for those who are involved?
4. What does Annemarie realize as soon as she wakes up in the wee hours of the morning?
5. Where does Annemarie find her mother?

Chapter 13
*Wince - to draw away because something hurts

Proper- correct, suitable, right

*Drunkard - someone who drinks too much alcohol

Hobbled - to walk unsteadily, to favor one leg while walking

*Swollen - to increase in size

*Murmured - to speak quietly

*Empty-headed - to not think of anything important

1. What happened to Annemarie's mother?
2. Did the Rosens make it safely to Henrik boat?
3. What does Annemarie find on the ground?
4. How do they hide the packet?
5. Why didn't Annemarie's mother tell her what was in the packet?
6. Why should she act like a silly girl if anyone stopped her?
7. What do you think made Annemarie leave on such a dangerous mission?

Chapter 14

Donned - wore

Bulky - thick, big

Garments - clothing

*Shifted - moved

Cloak - coat

Interrupt - to begin speaking while someone else is trying to talk

Scampering - to move quickly

Vivid - clear and lively

*Segment - part

Brusque -quick and impolite

*Battered - beat up, old

Wailing - crying loudly

Earache - when someone's ear hurts because of sickness

Containers - used to store things

*Prolong - to make something last longer

Growl- an angry animal noise

Gulls- a kind of bird

*Glittering - shining, sparkling

1. What story does Annemarie go over in her head as she is running through the woods?
2. To whom did Annemarie used to tell the story?
3. Why do you think the author mixes the story and the real-life adventure of Annemarie in this chapter?
4. At the end of the chapter, Annemarie really does hear some noises. From where do they come?

Chapter 15
*Pretend - act like you are something that you are not

Leash - the thing you put around a dog's neck so that you control it

*Raw - not cooked

*Exasperated - frustrated, impatient

Insolent - to be disrespectful and rude

Idiot - stupid

Froze - to not be able to move

Caustic - bitter, unpleasant

*Choke - to not be able to breathe because something is in the air passage

1. Who does Annemarie want to act like while talking to the soldiers?
2. What did the soldiers grab from the basket and feed to the dongs?
3. what does the soldier think their dogs are smelling in the basket?
4. What was inside the packet?
5. Why do you think what was inside the packet was so important?

Chapter 16

*Warily - carefully, concerned

Prop - to support or keep in position

Snort -to makes a rough noise by blowing air through the nose

*Risk your life - to put yourself in a situation where you might die

Board - a long, thin, flat piece of cut wood

*Lunge - a sudden forceful forward movement

*Sniff --to smell something

*Whirl - to move around and around very fast

*Cramped - crowded

*Seasick - to become sick to your stomach because of the movement of the sea

1. When Annemarie arrived home her mother and Kirsti had gone to the doctor's. because no one else was home, what does Annemarie have to do?
2. Why doesn't Mrs. Johansen let Kirsti go out and milk the cows with Henrik and Annemarie?
3. What does Uncle Henrik tell Annemarie "brave" means?
4. Why was the handkerchief so important? 

Chapter 17

*Wept - cried

*Fled- run away

*Recall - remember

*For the sake of - for the good of

Bear- suffer without complaining

*Raid -an unexpected visit by the police in search of enemies or

Illegal goods

Ran her down - to purposely hit someone with a car

*Gleamed - shined

*Rejoicing - happy and giving thanks

1. When did the war end?
2. What did all the Jews' friend do for them while they were away?
3. What happened to Peter?
4. What really had happened to Lise?
5. What is Annemarie going to wear until the Rosens come home?
6. What did you feel as you read this book?

AFTERWORD
1. Why does the author include this?
2. What is Lowry's hope? 

