The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom

Preface
1. Where and when did the Sherrills first meet Corrie ten Boom? What was so remarkable about her? (p. vii)

2. What did they learn from her? (p. viii)

3. What was Corrie's philosophy about the purpose of the past? Do you agree? Explain. (p. viii)

4. Become familiar with the schematic drawing of the house just before the preface.

Chapter 1

1. What is the ten Boom family celebrating?

2. Name and describe the members of the ten Boom family.

3. Who are the employees of the watch shop?

4. Why is Corrie's father so well-loved by everyone?

5. What is the ten Boom family like? How do they treat other people? What do you think of

them?

6. Who is Pickwick and what is he like?

7. What is Willem's job? What is he able to see? Who does he bring to the party, and what is unusual about his guest? (pp. 13-15)

8. Why do you think Corrie always mentions what time things happen?

Chapter 2

1. What was Corrie dreading? How did she get their? What is Corrie's relationship with her

father like? (p. 20-24)

2. Read the incident on p. 26 and the top of p. 27. What happened? How did Corrie feel about her father's answer? What is this symbolic of?

3. What did the ten Booms do during the evening? Where did they sometimes go in the evening? (p. 27)

4. Corrie, her mother, and Nollie go to visit a family. What happened their? How did this affect Corrie? What was her father's response? (pp. 28-29)

Chapter 3

1. Who is Karel and why is he important?

2. Who is Tine, and what were her dealings with the ten Boom family?

3. Read the last three paragraphs on p. 44 and the first one on p. 45. What advice does her father give Corrie about love? Do you agree? Explain.

4. Read the second paragraph on p. 45. Corrie says her father has just given her "the secret that would open far darker rooms than this." What does she mean? What is this foreshadowing?

5. What does Corrie pray for? (pp. 28-29)

Chapter 4

1. What happens to Corrie's mother? (pp. 46-47)

2. What did Corrie learn about love from her mother?

3. Who does Nollie marry? Where did she meet him?

4. What did Corrie realize at Nollie's wedding? How did she feel about this realization'?

5. What was the great miracle that occurred on Nollie's wedding day?

6. What did Corrie and Betsie do that made them both happier? How did the Beje benefit'?

7. Who was Otto? How did he behave and why? Why was he finally dismissed? What is this foreshadowing?

Chapter 5

1. What did Peter do in church? Why was Corrie angry with him? What happened to Peter? (pp. 76-77)

2. Who does Corrie turn to for help with the Jewish people who come to them'? What does he tell her she must do? (pp. 79-80)

3. How does Corrie get the ration cards she needs? Who helps her'? How does she know she can trust him? (pp. 80-81)

4. Read paragraphs 3, 4 & 5 on p. 83. What does Corrie realize about her family's helping the Jews? What resources do they have?

5. Where does Kik take Corrie? Who does she meet there? (pp. 84-85)

6. Mr. Smit comes to the Beje to "inspect the house." What does he do? What is the result? How will this help the ten Booms? (pp. 86-88)

Chapter 6

1. What did Peter do in church? Why was Corrie angry with him? What happened to Peter? (pp. 76-77)

2. Who does Corrie turn to for help with the Jewish people who come to them? What does he tell her she must do? (pp. 79-80)

3. How does Corrie get the ration cards she needs? Who helps her? How does she know she can trust him? (pp. 80-81)

4. Read paragraphs 3, 4 & 5 on p. 83. What does Corrie realize about her family's helping the Jews? What resources do they have?

5. Where does Kik take Corrie? Who does she meet there? (pp. 84-85)

6. Mr. Smit comes to the Beje to "inspect the house." What does he do? What is the result? How will this help the ten Booms? (pp. 86-88)

Chapter 7

1. What are the young men in Holland in danger of? Describe Bob and Peter's close call with the German soldiers. Do you think Cocky should have lied? Do you think it is acceptable to lie under such circumstances? Explain. (pp. 89-92)

2. What happened to Harry and Cato? What happened to Christoffels? (pp. 92-95)

3. Who is the German officer who is sympathetic to the ten Booms and the people they are

helping? How does he help them? What do the ten Booms do for him? (pp. 94-96)

4. Read the incident on pp. 98-99. Why does the pastor refuse to help them? What is Corrie's father's response?

5. Who is "Eusie"? Who are the other people who find refuge with the ten Booms? (pp. 100-103)

6. How does Leendert help the ten Booms and their guests? (p. 104)

7. Why is it important for the people staying with the ten Booms to have drills for getting into the secret room? How successful are they? (pp. 104-107)

8. Who is Mary, and what problem does she present? (pp. 107-108)

9. What does Betsie do that contributes to everyone's happiness during this time? What do you think of the lives of these people at this time? How would you feel if you were living such a life? Explain. (p. 108)

Chapter 8

1. What is Corrie concerned about? What are some of their biggest problems now?

2. What happened to Nollie and Annaliese? How did Corrie feel about this? What was Nollie's reasoning for what she did? How did things turn out? Do you think it is better to lie or tell the truth in such situations? Why? (pp. 109-112)

3. What did Willem do at the Beje every Wednesday morning? Who attended? How was this beneficial? (pp. 115-116)

4. The chief of police sends for Corrie. What does he want her to do? What is her response? (pp. 120- 122)

5. Because of the many difficulties involved, Corrie feels it would be wise for them to stop the underground work. Why don't they? (pp. 122-123)

6. What happens to Jop? What significance does this have? (pp. 122- 123)

Chapter 9

1. A man comes to see Corrie for help. Who is he and what does he want? Although Corrie feels uneasy about him, she decides to help him. Why? (pp. 124-126)

2. Briefly describe the raid on the Beje. (pp. 126-132)

3. How many people were captured in the raid on the Beje? Which members of Corrie's

family were captured? (pp. 132-133)

4. What does Peter stop Corrie from doing? (pp. 133-134)

5. Who does Corrie see as they are being taken to the bus? How does he look? (p. 135)

6. As they are driven across Grote Markt in the bus, what does Corrie remember? (pp. 135-136)

Chapter 10

1. On what condition was the head interrogator willing to let Corrie's father go? How did her father respond?(p. 137-138)

2. Read the next to last paragraph on p. 138. How does Corrie feel about the man who is being beaten? Why does she feel this way? Did Elie have any similar feelings during his experience? Why do you think people respond that way to this kind of situation?

3. Where were Corrie and her family taken? Describe Corrie's cell and prisonmates. (pp. 141- 143)

4. While Corrie is visiting the doctor, a nurse offers to help her. What does Corrie ask for? What does the nurse do? What did Corrie do with the things she received? (pp. 145- 146)

5. Where is Corrie taken after her visit to the doctor? How is she treated? What are her greatest difficulties? (pp. 148- 152)

6. Read the third, fourth and fifth paragraphs on p. 150. What does her reading in the gospels help her begin to understand? What kind of victory do you think could come from her family's being imprisoned?

7. Corrie decides she will take three of her Bible book with her to her next shower. Why? What does she want to do with them? Why? (pp. 151- 152)

8. What happens in the prison block the night of Hitler's birthday? What does Corrie learn about her family and friends? (pp. 152-154)

9. What does Nollie send Corrie? What is the secret message she gives her? How does Corrie   respond? Why? (pp. 154- 155)

10. What news does Corrie receive about her father? How does she react? She writes that he was "released." What does she mean? Released from what? (pp. 156-157)

Chapter 11

1. Who is "the lieutenant" and what is he like? What is his official relationship to Corrie? (pp. 158- 160)

2. What is the "truth" that Corrie tells him? How does he respond? (pp. 160-161)

3. What does he tell Corrie the next day? What is the darkness in his life? (pp. 161-162)

4. What has Betsie done to her prison cell? (pp. 163-164)

5. Briefly describe the occasion of the reading of Corrie's father's will. Why does Lieutenant Rahms help Corrie so much? (pp. 165-167)

6. How do the ten Booms thank the lieutenant? (p. 167)

Chapter 12

1. Why is the prison in Scheveningen evacuated? (p. 168)

2. How does Corrie manage to get together with Betsie? (pp. 169-170)

3. Where are the prisoners being taken? Briefly describe their journey. (pp. 170-172)

4. Corrie and Betsie are given pink papers, and at first they think they are going to be released. Where are they really taken? (pp. 173-175)

5. What are the "bunkers"? (pp. 174-175)

6. What is Betsie's goal while she is in prison? (p. 175)

7. What work assignments are Betsie and Corrie given? (p. 176)

8. Who is Mr. Moorman? What is he like? (pp. 152-154)

9. Who is Jan Vogel? How does Corrie feel about him? How does Betsie feel about him? How does Corrie resolve her feelings? (pp. 179-180)

10. The Brigade continues to get closer to Vught. What do the guards do with the male prisoners before the evacuation? (pp. 184-185)

11. How many women are put in each train car? Where are they taken? (pp. 186- 187)

Chapter 13

1. Where are the prisoners taken? (p. 189)

2. Why do the prisoners cut their hair? (p. 190)

3. How do Corrie and Betsie manage to keep the sweater, vitamin drops, and Bible? (pp. 191-193)

4. Corrie says the reason they were there became increasingly clear. What was that reason? (pp. 194- 195)

5. Read the third paragraph on p. 195. What is the Bible like for Corrie?

6. Read the fifth paragraph on p. 198. What does Betsie say God's answer is to what they can do to bear their life in prison? How does Corrie respond to her answer? What do you think of this solution? (pp. 198- 199)

7. What effect does Betsie have on the women in Barracks 28? (pp. 199-200)

8. What are the worship services they hold in the barracks like? (pp. 201 -202)

9. A guard mocks Betsie as she works. What is Corrie's reaction? Why does Betsie stop her from attacking the guard? (pp. 204-205)

10. Why is Betsie finally admitted to the hospital? (p. 205)

Chapter 14

1. How does Corrie manage to get in the hospital to see Betsie? What does she see when she first enters the hospital? How does this affect her? (pp. 207-208)

2. Betsie learns why the guards never came into the big room where they help worship services. What was the reason? (p. 209)

3. How does Corrie end up working together with Betsie? Why were these weeks the happiest in Ravensbruck for her? (pp. 210-211)

4. What are Betsie's plans for after the war? Describe the house she envisions. (p. 212)

5. What was the special temptation of concentration camp life? How did Corrie overcome this weakness? (pp. 213-215)

6. Read the bottom of p. 215 and p. 216. Describe the "concentration camp" Betsie speaks of.

8. What does "the Snake" do that surprises Corrie? (pp. 216-217)

7. When does Betsie predict she and Corrie will be released from prison by? (p. 217)

8. What happens to Betsie in the hospital? When Corrie and Mien see her in the hospital, how does she appear? How do you think this is possible? (pp. 218-219)

9. What is Corrie's tie to Betsie now? (p. 220)

Chapter 15

1. What are Betsie's three visions?

2. Corrie is selected for discharge. Why isn't she immediately released? (p. 223)

3. What effect does knowing that she is going to be released have on Corrie? (p. 223, first and last paragraph)

4. What do the women in the hospital cry out for at night? How do they respond to Corrie's help? (p. 224)

5. Briefly describe the incident with the gypsies and the bedpans. Why was Corrie able to go back after what the one gypsy woman had done to her? (pp. 224-225)

6. On what day does Corrie leave prison? (p. 226)

7. As Corrie is returning to Holland, several people treat her unkindly. Who are they? Why do you think they treat her this way? Several people also treat her kindly. Who are they? What is the difference between the people who treated her well and those who didn't? (pp. 227-228)

8. When she arrives in Holland, Corrie goes to a hospital. How is she treated there? What is her response to this treatment? How long does she stay there? (pp. 228-229)

9. What does Corrie realize during her stay at Willem's house? (p. 230, second paragraph)

10.Why is Corrie so restless when she returns to the Beje? (pp. 232-234)

11. Briefly describe how and by whom Betsie's three visions are realized. (pp. 234-239)

12. What did Corrie later learn about her release from Ravensbruck? (p 241)

13. How did Corrie spend the rest of her life after the war? How do you think she felt about her life? How did her close friends refer to her death? (p. 241)

