The Giver

Rules:

· It is against the pilots to fly over the community

· Only two children per family are allowed (pp. 8, 111)

· People are “released” after three mistakes

· There can be only two children per family unit (p. 8)

· Nines get a bicycle and can remove their hair ribbons (p. 13)

· Twelves receive their “Assignment”

· Eights must give up their “comfort object”(p. 18)

· Ones receive a name and are given to a family

· Birthmothers work as such only for three years and are then Laborers

· Eights are given freedom of choice (pp. 26, 97)

· Don’t brag (p. 27)

· Don’t look at another’s nakedness (p. 30)

· Dream-telling begins with Threes

· Stirrings must be reported in order for treatment to take place

· Eights start their volunteer hours (p. 40)

· Sevens get their front-buttoned jacket

· Fours, Fives, and Sixes have back-buttoned jackets

· Eights get jackets with smaller buttons and pockets

· Ten females loose their braids and Ten males get shorter haircuts

· Eleven females get new undergarments and Eleven males get long trousers

· Books are forbidden to citizens

· Citizens can’t leave their dwellings at night

Society: 

· Children’s age change every December until their reach 12. Years are no counted after that. Birthdays don’t exist (p. 121)

· There are only bicycles

· Family members tell their feelings at the end of the day and their dreams in the morning

· Don’t mention things that are different about individuals

· Mirrors are rare

· There is Climate Control (p. 83) and no snow, sunshine, hills, wind, cold

· It is rude to touch other people

· After their children are grown, parents go live with the Childless Adults (pp. 102, 124) and then in the House of the Olds. 

· People don’t have access to memories anymore (p. 104)

People: 

· Jonas

· Father and Mother

· Lily: sister

· Asher: best friend

· Gabriel: baby taken to the dwelling

· The Receiver (pp. 14, 75) vs. The Giver (p. 87)

· Fiona: friend 

· Chief Elder: leader of community (p. 51), elected every ten years

· Rosemary: the previous Receiver and The Giver’s daughter

Important words:

· Sameness (pp. 20, 38, 51, 52, 71, 84, 94, 100, 103)

· Released (pp. 2, 7, 32, 139, 146-151, )

· Animals (pp. 5, 100, 122)

· Naming (p. 11)

· Assignment (p. 15)

· Comfort object (pp. 17, 18, 21, 101)

· Eye color (pp. 20, 75)

· Apple (p. 24) and hair (p. 90), faces of the audience (p. 64)

· Stirrings (p. 37) and pill (pp. 38, 129, 130)

· Elsewhere (pp. 43, 48, 115, 131, 136, 137, 155)

· Ceremony of Loss and Murmur-of-Replacement (p. 44)

· Matching of Spouses (pp. 48, 98, 101)

· Lie (pp. 68, 127, 158)

· Books (p. 74)

· Memories vs. Now (pp. 77, 78, 93, 104, 144, 154)

· Climate Control (p. 83)

· Colors (pp. 94-97, 121, 131)

· Choices (pp. 97, 98)

· Blood (p. 100), fire (pp. 109, 126), twins (pp. 114, 146)

· Warfare (pp. 111, 120, 133)

· Grandparents (pp. 123, 124)

· Love (pp. 123, 125, 129, 135, 141, 162)

· Music (pp. 157, 

Ideas for teaching: 

Family and Relationships (Parental) -- In The Giver, each family has two parents, a son, and a daughter. They do not even know the concept of “grandparents” and do not keep in touch with their family members once their start their own family unit. The relationships are not biological, but are developed through observation and a careful handling of personality. In our own society, the make up of family is under discussion. How are families defined? Are families the foundations of a society, or are they continually open for new definitions? 

Diversity -- The Giver pictures a community in which every person and his or her experience is precisely the same. The climate is controlled, and competition has been eliminated in favor of a community in which everyone works only for the common good. What advantages might "Sameness" yield for contemporary communities? In what ways do our differences make us distinctly human? Is the loss of diversity worthwhile?

Euthanasia -- Underneath the placid calm of Jonas' society lies a very orderly and inexorable system of euthanasia, practiced on the very young who do not conform, the elderly, and those whose errors threaten the stability of the community. What are the disadvantages and benefits to a community that accepts such a vision of euthanasia?

Feelings -- Jonas remarks that loving another person must have been a dangerous way to live. Describe the relationship between Jonas and his family, his friends Asher and Fiona, and the Giver. Are any of these relationships dangerous? Perhaps the most dangerous is that between Jonas and the Giver--the one relationship built on love. Why is that relationship dangerous and what does the danger suggest about the nature of love?

Interdisciplinary Connections:
Science I -- While throwing an apple back and forth, Jonas suddenly notices that it "changes"; in fact, he is beginning to perceive color. Divide the class into groups and have them research and report on the following subjects: the nature of color and of the spectrum, how the human eye perceives color, what causes color blindness, what causes the body to react to any stimulus. Is it possible to train the human eye so that it does not perceive color? (The defective gene that causes color blindness is on the chromosome X and is therefore quite rare with women. 8% of the population is color blind but only 1% are color blind females. Since it is a genetic disorder, color blindness could be genetically induced.) 

Science II – Scientific people tell us that we only use 10% of our brain capacities. What do their mean? Do some people use more than 10% and how? What are the other 90% capacities or our brain that we do not know about? Can we even conceive what it is? Have we, sometimes in the past, been able to use more than 10% (what about the extraordinary and unexplainable architectural theories of the Egyptians, for example)? 

Philosophy -- A number of utopian communities were established in the U.S., such as the Shakers in the eighteenth century, or Fruitlands, led by Bronson Alcott (father of Louisa May Alcott) in the mid-nineteenth century. Choose one of these communities and list the principles that guided it, as well as the assumptions behind those principles. What generalizations might be made about why such a community may not last? Also, see the more detailed activity below. 

Psychology -- Jonas becomes the Receiver of Memory of his society. He represents, in a sense the “collective unconscious” of his society and receives the “archetype” that Carl Jung discusses in his psychological theories. Discuss Jung’s theories and the importance of these “archetypes” and “collective unconscious” as a memory of humanity. Have the students write one memory they have for each generation in their family, starting with themselves and going as far back in the past as possible. The memories can be experiences that they have lived with their families, or stories about their ancestors that have been told to them by family members and passed down from one generation to the other. 

Sociology -- Choose a group in the U.S. today that actively seeks to maintain an identity outside of the mainstream culture: the Amish or Mennonites, a Native American tribe, the Hasidic Jewish community, or another group. Have students research and report on the answers to questions such as the following: What benefits does this group expect from defining itself as "other"? What are the disadvantages? How does the mainstream culture put pressure on such a group?

Language Arts -- The ending of The Giver may be interpreted in two very different ways. Perhaps Jonas is remembering his Christmas memory--one of the most beautiful that the Giver gave to him--as he and Gabriel are freezing to death, falling into a dreamlike coma in the snow. Or perhaps Jonas does hear music and, with his special vision, is able to perceive the warm house where people are waiting to greet him. In her acceptance speech for the Newbery Medal, Lois Lowry mentioned both possibilities, but would not call one correct, the other not. After discussing the role of ambiguity in writing, have students construct short stories that end on an ambiguous note. Discuss some in class, noting the writers' clues for such an ending.

History -- Read Elizabeth George Speare's Calico Captive and The Sign of the Beaver. Both deal with Native Americans, but present them in very different manners. Then compare those books to I Am Regina by Sally M. Keehn. What do these three books suggest about the importance of hearing from more than one historical voice?

Oral History -- Jonas is given all the history of his people and generations before. After receiving these memories, he realizes that everyone should have such memories. In fact, Gabriel sleeps better after he received some memories from Jonas by mistake and The Giver says that memories need to be shared. What is the importance of memories? How do we keep track of them? How does the brain physically store our memories? What is “oral history” and what importance does it have in different cultures and societies? See the guidelines for searching and recording oral history in the other paper. Have the students think of memories from the past that they have head about from their families and the importance or significance of such memories. 

Activities:

· Student paper about “different society”

· Watch the movie GATTACA, about genetically “ameliorated” people and a society based on eugenism.

· Have the students think of memories from the past that they have head about from their families and the importance or significance of such memories. Jonas becomes the Receiver of Memory of his society. He represents, in a sense the “collective unconscious” of his society and receives the “archetype” that Carl Jung discusses in his psychological theories. Discuss Jung’s theories and the importance of these “archetypes” and “collective unconscious” as a memory of humanity. Have the students write one memory they have for each generation in their family, starting with themselves and going as far back in the past as possible. The memories can be experiences that they have lived with their families, or stories about their ancestors that have been told to them by family members and passed down from one generation to the other. Also ask the students to write down ONE memory that they have that they would want to tell their children, and why. 

· Ask the students to write a tourist guide for people who would want to visit Jonas’ community, with pictures, explanations, maps, interesting places to visit, etc. 
· Watch the movie The Truman Show, about the creation of an artificial society.

· Watch The Matrix or The Thirteenth Floor (less violent and more interesting) about parallel societies. Discuss about our world and the possibility that there might be “something else” that we do not know about. 
· Do some research about a group (government, religion, etc.) that tried to live a different life than “normal” people (for example the Mormons, the Communists in a specific country, etc.). The society you study can be:

· tried in real life or just imagined (like the Utopia of Thomas Moore)

· alive or dead today (like Karl Marx’s communism)

· big or small (country or group of people)(but not too small)

· good or less good (but try to see all sides of it, the good and the bad). 

After you’ve done your research, write a summary (one or two pages only) with the following information:

1. Who is the “creator” or “inventor” of this new society? 

2. Who are the specific leaders of that group today and in the past? 

3. How many people live in that society?

4. When did it start (and died) and where?

5. Why did the “creator” of this society invent it? What is the basic philosophy behind it, it’s laws, principles, etc.?

6. What are the basic rules of government, religion, work, laws, economy, education, army, etc.?

7. What kinds of successes and failures did this society experience?

8. How was it accepted or rejected by other groups or governments?

You’ll turn in your paper next Monday and make a short presentation to the class. 

The assignment will be graded for:

· Creativity (do NOT choose the Mormons!)

· Depth of research and accuracy of information

· Presentation of the research in class 

· Presentation of the paper (pictures, clarity, etc.)

· Length

· Relevance to what we are doing in class

