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                                                      Commitment 

          "Being of service is not enough. You must become a servant of the people. When you do, you can demand their commitment in return." 

          "There's no turning back...We will win. We are winning because ours is a revolution of mind and heart..." 

          "In this world it is possible to achieve great material wealth, to live an opulent life. But a life built upon those things alone leaves a shallow legacy, in the end, we will be judged by other standards." 

                                                      Community 

          "We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosperity for our community...Our ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and for our own." 

          "You are never strong enough that you don't need help." 

                                                        Culture 

          "We need to help students and parents cherish and preserve the ethnic and cultural diversity that nourishes and strengthens this community and this nation." 

                                                        Dignity 

          "Do not romanticize the poor...We are all people, human beings subject to the same temptations and faults as all others. Our poverty damages our dignity." 

          "From the depth of need and despair, people can work together, can organize themselves to solve their own problems and fill their own needs with dignity and strength." 

          "What is at stake is human dignity. If a man is not accorded respect he cannot respect himself and if he does not respect himself, he cannot demand it." 

                                                       Education 

          "A word as to the education of the heart. We don't believe that this can be imparted through books; it can only be imparted through the loving touch of the teacher." 

          "Real education should consist of drawing the goodness and the best out of our own students. What better books can there be than the book of humanity?" 

          "The end of all education should surely be service to others." 

          "Years of misguided teaching have resulted in the destruction of the best in our society, in our cultures and in the environment." 

                                                   Future Generations 

          "It is not enough to teach our young people to be successful... so they can realize their ambitions, so they can earn good livings,so they can accumulate the material things that this society bestows. Those are worthwhile goals. But it is not enough to progress as individuals while our friends and neighbors are left behind." 

          "Perhaps we can bring the day when children will learn from their earliest days that being fully man and fully woman means to give one's life to the liberation of the brother/sister who suffer. It is up to each one of us. It won't happen unless we decide to        use our lives to show the way." 

          "Students must have initiative; they should not be mere imitators. They must learn to think and act for themselves and be free." 

                                                        | Justice 

          "It is possible to become discouraged about the injustice we see everywhere. But God did not promise us that the world would be humane and just. He gives us the gift of life and allows us to choose the way we well use our limited time on earth. It is an         awesome opportunity." 

          "People who have lost their hunger for justice are not ultimately powerful. They are like sick people who have lost their appetite for what is truly nourishing. Such sick people should not frighten or discourage us. They should be prayed for along with the         sick people who are in the hospital." 

                                                     Non-Violence 

          "The first principle of non-violence action is that of non-cooperation with everything humiliating." 

          "There is no such thing as defeat in non-violence." 

          "You know, if people are not pacifists, it's not their fault. It's because society puts them in that spot. You've got to change it. You don't just change a man - you've got to change his environment as you do it." 

          "...People think non-violence is really weak and non-militant. These are misconceptions that people have because they don't understand what non-violence means. Non-violence takes more guts, if I can put it bluntly, than violence. Most violence acts are accomplished by getting the opponent off guard, and it doesn't take that much character, I think, if one wants to do it." 

          "Non-violence is very weak in the theoretical sense; it cannot defend itself. But it is most powerful in the action situation where people are using non-violence because they want desperately to bring about some change. Non-violence inaction is a very potent         force and it can't be stopped. The people who are struggling have the complete say-so. No man-made law, no human ruler, no army can destroy this. There is no way it can be destroyed...And so, if we have the capacity to endure, if we have the patience, things will change." 

          "Violence just hurts those who are already hurt...Instead of exposing the brutality of the oppressor, it justifies it." 

          "We are convinced that non-violence is more powerful than violence. We are convinced that non-violence supports you if you      have a just and moral cause...If you use violence, you have to sell part of yourself for that violence. Then you are no longer a master of your own struggle." 

                                                         Power 

          "It's amazing how people can get so excited about a rocket to the moon and not give a damn about smog, oil leaks, the devastation of the environment with pesticides, hunger, disease. When the poor share some of the power that the affluent now         monopolize, we will give a damn." 

          "Society is made up of groups, and as long as the smaller groups do not have the same rights and the same protection as others - I don't care whether you call it capitalism or communism -it is not going to work. Somehow, the guys in power have to be        reached by counter power, or through a change in their hearts and minds, or change will not come." 

                                                        Sacrifice 

          "We can choose to use our lives for others to bring about a better and more just world for our children. People who make that choice will know hardship and sacrifice. But if you give yourself totally to the non-violent struggle for peace and justice you        also find that people give you their hearts and you will never go hungry and never be alone. And in giving of yourself you will discover a whole new life full of meaning and love." 

          "When any person suffers for someone in greater need, that person is a human." 

                                                     The Movement 

          "There is enough love and good will in our movement to give energy to our struggle and still have plenty left over to break down  and change the climate of hate and fear around us." 

                                                      The Struggle 

          "Because we have suffered, and we are not afraid to suffer in order to survive, we are ready to give up everything - even our lives - in our struggle for justice." 

          "However important the struggle is and however much misery and poverty and degradation exist, we know that it cannot be more important than one human life." 

          "When we are really honest with ourselves we must admit that our lives are all that really belong to us, so it is how we use our lives that determines what kind of men we are. It is my deepest belief that only by giving life do we find life, that the truest act          courage, the strongest act of manliness is to sacrifice ourselves for others in a totally non-violent struggle for justice. To be a man is to suffer for others, God help us to be men." 

