My Left Foot Questions

Chapter 1

1. When was Christy (the author) born? 

2. What unusual thing did his mother find with him for the first time?  When? 

3. At six month, what was his situation?  (What could he do?  What couldn’t he do?)

4. What the doctors say about him?  How about relatives and friends?

5. What was his mother’s reaction?  What did she believe?
6. Why was she successful afterwards? (p. 11)

7. How many brothers and sisters did he have?

8. What was his father’s job?

9. What happened in a December afternoon when he was 5 years old?


b. What did he do with his left foot?


c What did his mother do when she saw it?


d  What did he finally do?

10. Why was this event very significant for him?

Chapter 2

1. After that event, what did Christy’s mother start to do?

2. What was the first thing he learned to write?

3. What thing gave his mother encouragement?

4. How was Lily (Titch) helpful to his mother?

5. How was he able to communicate with his family members?  What was his main means of 
communication?

6. When he was six and half years old, a doctor visited his family.  What amazed him?

7. What was his mother’ fear about him?  (p. 23)

8. Why was the word he wrote M-O-T-H-E-R very significant?  (April evening)

Chapter 3

1. How Christy’s brothers take him outside to play with other boys?

2. What was the ‘table contests’ he participated in?  Who always won?

3. What games did the family play?

4. What did he do to Sally and Charlie, who were talking in the bath?

5. Why did his mother have him listen to the radio?  What else did she teach him?

6. What was peters explanation about why priests prayed only in Latin?

7. What did Christy think of religion (Christianity)?

8. What kind of boy was Tony?

9. How did Christy get the key from his mom? 

10. How could he give Tony they key?

Chapter 4

1. Who (or what) was Henry?

2. Why did Christy like movies?  

3. After trying to give a cigarette to Christy, Peter never tried to give him more. Why? 

4. .What did Christy and the boys do in summer?  

5. How did Christy try to catch the fish? 

6. What did the boys with Christy do after they ran out of food and felt hungry?  

7. What did they do when a policeman came to them? 

8. What did Christy wanted to do, and do when he and other boys went to the canal?  

How did he do it?  

9. What happened one day? Why did he feel sad?  What happened after that?

Chapter 5

1. What was different for Christy?  (related to #9, Chapter 4)  

2. What did he realize about himself? 

3. What did he find in the mirror when he saw himself?  

4. What did his mother managed to buy after Christy broke a mirror in his room? 

5. When the boys took Christy to watch them play a football game, he felt different from he did before.  How was it different? What did he find about himself and how did he change in this chapter?

6. Understanding Christy’s feeling his mother began to do something for him.  What was that?

7. What did Christy get for his Christmas present, and what did Paddy get?  

8. After exchanging the Christmas present with Paddy, what did Christy do?

9. What way did he find to be happy again? 

10. What made his mother worry? 

11. What happened to his mother when he was about eleven? 

12. Who was Katriona Delahunt?  Why did she come first?  How important was she for Christy?

Chapter 6

1. How did Christy change after he saw Miss Delahunt?  What did he do when she was going to come to him.  How did he prepare for it?  

2. Why did he become to understand himself more?  (p. 62)

3. How did Christy change as he began to paint?  (p. 62)  Why did he paint?  

4. What did he find in the Sunday Independent (newspaper)?  

5. When he showed it (#4) to his mother, what was her reaction? 

6. What did he paint then? 

7. What was Miss Delahunt’s reaction to it? 

8. Who came to his house on the following Friday?  Why did they come? 

9. What did his father find in the Sunday Independent (on the front page)?  Was it a good news?

Chapter 7

1. Christy said, “I lived with the others, but at the same time I lived apart from them, apart from all the things that meant most to them.”  (9th line, p. 69)  What does it mean?  Explain it in your own words.  (pp. 68-69)

2. Who was Christy’s another ‘dream-girl’?  Give some more detail about her. 

3. One day, she (#2) looked at Christy.  What did he do that night? 

4. What was her reaction?  What was Christy’s reaction to it? 

5. In what way did he like her when they met in his backyard the next day?  (p. 71)

6. What happened an evening? (After that she didn’t come for a long time.)

7. How did her look of pity change Christy?  What did he realize? 

8. How was life at home changing?  

9. What did the girl (#2) do to Christy at his 15th birthday party?  

10. What did he realize in this chapter? 

Chapter 8 (sixteen and seventeen years old)

1. How did he express his feeling in the first part of this chapter?  

2. How had his painting changed?  How had his feeling about painting changed? 

3. Christy says, “I couldn’t speak with my lips, and now I found I couldn’t speak through painting either; I felt as if I was being slowly suffocated.”  What does he mean by his statement? 

4. How did he try to kill himself?  What happened to him then? What did he think of? 

5. What were his older brothers and sisters doing?  

6. What was his resentment?  What did he ask himself many times?  (pp. 81-82)

7. Why did he want to be “ordinary”? (13th line, p. 82)  What did he think about his ability to paint with his left foot?

8. What way did he find to express himself? 

9. What kinds of stories did he write?  List three kinds. 

10. What happened to Katrina Delahunt? 

11. Why is this chapter titled The Prison Walls?

Chapter 9 (eighteen years old)

 ** Lourdes:  a city in southwest France: Roman Catholic shrine.  It is famous for miraculous cures.

** Grotto: a place to worship (in the shape of a cave, etc.)

1. What favorite thing (or hobby) does Christy explain in this chapter?  What kind?  

2. What did he feel about God and his situation?  (p. 92)

3.  Where did he go?

4. Who were his fellow-pilgrims? What did he find? (pp. 94-95)

5. What did he see there?  Give some examples.  

Chapter 10  (eighteen years old)

1. What were Christy’s thoughts of Lourdes?  How did he feel about himself and people he met there?  How about his own family? (pp. 102-103)

2. Who was the man who came to visit Christy?  Why did he come?  What was Christy’s family’s reaction?  How did Christy feel himself?   (pp. 104-107)

3. Who came to examine him, treated, and helped him then?  

4. Why is this chapter titled The House that Mother Built?  What did she do? How did she get the men to work on it afterwards? (pp. 109-114)

5. What did Christy do in the “house”?  (pp. 115-116)

6. Why was Christy going to London? 

7. What does “I was at the cross-roads” mean (the last line of this chapter)?  

Chapter 11 (eighteen years old)

1. How was the air trip to London?  Was it good for Christy?  

2. Christy understood his mother’s feeling while she was waiting to see Mrs. Collins.  It was the same as his.  How did she feel at that time?  

3. What must Christy sacrifice if he wanted to be cured?  Why?  

4. What was Christy going to start attending?  

5. He said, “But I knew then that my first task was to conquer myself, and that the real battle was only beginning.”  What does he mean?  Explain in your own words (the last sentence, p. 125).

Chapter 12  (eighteen years old - nineteen years old)

1. What did Christy see in the building (like a gymnasium hut) at the hospital on the first day?  What did he feel?  What did he realize?   (pp. 128-130)

2. How did Christy move around now (in what way different from before)?  

3. What was he becoming realize in the clinic?  What about outside world?  What about his suffering before?  

4. Who did he meet in a spring morning in April?  What did he feel? What influence did she have on Christy’s life? 

5. What was the greatest barrier between him and other people?  What did he find to break it? (Especially between him and the person (#4)).

6. What are some of his realization in this chapter?  (pp. 136-138, other pages)  What does the title of this chapter What Might Have Been mean? Write your opinions.

Chapter 13

1. What did he find (or discover)?  What was his frustration?  (pp. 138-139)

2. What way did he find to do so?  What was Christy’s bargain with Eamonn?  What did Christy want to write?  

3. In this chapter, he describes his frustration with writing.  List several challenges and difficulties he had with writing his autobiography.   (pp. 142-146)

4. Who did Christy ask for help?  What did the person tell him or advised him?  How did he help Christy? 

Chapter 14

1. Why did they move the Merrion Street Clinic? 

2. Where did Dr. Warnants and Mr. Gallagher go?  

3. What were going on in the treatment-room, the school-room, and the play-room in the new place?  What were the patients doing in these rooms?  

4. How does Christy describe the doctors and people who worked there.  What does he think about them? How were they helpful for the patients?  (pp. 156-157)

5. What did Christy learn to do in the clinic (training, etc.)?  Name three things.  

6. Why did Christy and other children like the clinic very much?  (mainly pp. 164-165)

Chapter 15

1. Who was Christy’s scribe now? 

2.  What did Robert Collis teach (or tell) Christy about writing?  

3.  What is a cliché? (p. 168)

4. Why did Robert Collis find a tutor for Christy?  Who was it?  

5. What subjects did Christy like and dislike?  What authors did he read and liked much? 

6. Why did he use his left foot again?  (pp. 174-175)

Chapter 16

1. Who was Burl Ives?  What was he going to do in Dublin? 

2. What was Dr. Collis’ purpose?  How was Christy going to participate? 

3. How had Christy’s family prepared for the event?  (transportation, what Mother and Father wore, etc.) (pp. 178-179)

4. What was audience’s reaction to Christy’s story and writings? 

5. Why is this chapter title Red Roses For Her?  Who is Her?  Why did she deserve the roses?

