1. During the story, what did Loi learn about herself and her country?

2. How did Loi and Joe react at Raymond Smith’s offer?

3. How did Loi first notice Khai in the crowd in Saigon?

4. How did they fake her death?

5. How did Loi and Joe get food and money?

6. How old was Loi when Chapter 1 started? 

7. Loi’s mother had given something to Khai for Loi. What?

8. Ma told a story about whom she wanted to marry when she was a young girl.  What happened to the boy?

9. What are some themes of this story?

10. What are three dates of the war?

11. What are two important cities in Vietnam?

12. What can be said about the country’s culture?

13. What countries were involved and who won the war?

14. What did Loi learn about herself and her country?

15. What did Loi start to do after the American left?

16. What did the people think about Joe?  Why?

17. What did you like and not like in this story? Be specific.
18. What does Loi do at the Foreign Office?

19. What had happened to Loi’s family after her departure? What about Khai? What about Officer Hiep?  Khai’s father?  

20. What happened to Khai after Loi left for the city?

21. What happened with the carved buffalos? Did Loi have one? Did she sell one? Did she find one? Did she buy one? What was the meaning of these carvings?

22. What happens during the engagement party? Give details.

23. What is the “domino” effect and who was afraid of it? Explain.

1. What is a “reeducation camp.”? What is a matchmaker?

2. What is the general plot?

3. What is the setting of the story?

4. What is White Tiger Street? What happens there?

5. What kind of government is in Vietnam today?

6. What was Hiep’s first wife like?

7. What was Loi and Khai’s “plan” in the middle of the book?

8. What were Loi’s initial reactions and feelings when she reached Saigon?

9. What was Raymond Smith’s offer to Loi? Did she accept? Why or why not?

10. What was the most beautiful sound on earth according to Loi?

11. What was the general feeling of the people toward Loi? Why?

12. What was the story of Loi’s “father?”

13. What were some things that Joe thought were in America?

14. Where did Raymond Smith take them and what were Loi and Joe’s reaction?

15. Who does Loi meet in the marketplace before she fakes her death?

16. Who is Joe?  (What is his story?)

17. Who is Khai? What is his special skill?

18. Who is Officer Hiep and what does he want?

19. Who is on the picture that Loi always kept?

20. Who is Soon Hung? What does he do for Loi and Joe?

21. Who was Raymond Smith and how do Loi and Joe get his attention?

22. Who were the three presidents of the USA during the Vietnam war?

23. Who saw Loi’s picture in Saigon and what was their reaction? Why did Loi give her photo to Joe before he left?

