Song of the Buffalo Boy—Comprehension Questions: Answer them as you read and turn in your answer EVERY DAY to your teacher.

Prologue and Chapters 1-2

1.  What is the Setting?

2.  What is the Plot up until now?

3.  What do you think will happen?

4.  What was the general feeling of the people toward Loi?

5.  Who is Khai?  

6.  What was he doing the first time we meet him?

7.  What is his special skill?

8.  Quy’s jokes were not funny.  What did he accuse Loi’s mother of doing?

9.  How old is Loi now?

10.  How old was Loi when Chapter 1 started?

11.  Where does Loi eat her meals every day?

12.  At the beginning of Chapter 2, the author gives us a description of the typical problems the village faces.  Why does the author write this? What are our typical problems today?

13.  Who is Officer Hiep?

14.  What is the badge of love on Khai’s leg?

15.  What was the promise?

Chapters 3-4

1.  What happened to Ma’s face after Huong’s baby died?

2.  The matchmakers finally came.  What was wrong?

3.  The engagement party is in one week.  What are Loi’s options?


1.


2.


3.

4.  Ma tells a story about who she wanted to marry when she was a young girl.  What happened to the boy?

5.  What was the difference between Loi and her mother?  At the end of chapter 4 Loi makes a decision....what was it?

6.  What is the theme of a story?  There are some themes emerging in this story.  What  are they?

Chapters 5-6

1.  The engagement party begins.  What was the gift from Officer Hiep?  Why such an expensive gift?

2.  What was Hiep’s first wife like?  (according to who?)

3.  What happened to her plan to mess up the engagement?

4.  What was “The Argument?”

5.  Who is “The Party.”

6.  Most of the common men in the country (like Uncle Long) fought for “freedom.”  Freedom from what?

7.  Who were the real invaders?

8.  What is a “reeducation camp.”

9.  As Loi begins to plan, how does she feel toward her cousins?

10. What was Loi’s and Khai’s “plan”.

Chapter 7
1.  Who were the strangers?

2.  What were they looking for?

3.  How do you think Loi felt when one of the men said she was beautiful?  Why?

4.  What is Ho Chi Minh City?  Why was it renamed?

5.  Had Loi ever heard of the Amerasian Homecoming Program?  Why?

6.  What does Khai think about the new information?

7.  What did Ma think?

8.  How did they fake her death?

9.  What happened to Khai?

10  Do you think Ma really believes Loi is dead?

Chapters 8-9
1.  What was Loi’s initial reaction when they reached Saigon?

2.  How did she feel soon after she got off the bus?  Why?

3.  Where was everyone going in such a hurry?  Why did Loi ask this question?

4.  Why did the author tell us about the little girl next to the beggar?

5.  Loi fell asleep in the park and dreamed of rats...it wasn’t a rat, who was it?

6.  Who is Joe?  (What is his story?)

7.  What does Joe want?  How does he bribe Loi?

Chapter 10
1.  What did the people think about Joe?  Why?

2.  Loi’s meeting at the foreign office was a success.  What was the bad news?

3.  Where did Joe live?  What was the place like?

4.  Their first job was earning money.  How was that accomplished?

5.  What did she buy?

6.  How does she begin to feel about Joe?  How does she begin to feel about her decision?  Her life now?

Chapter 11
1.  Why did she buy the moon cakes?

2.  What would Joe/Loi give up their future days for?  

3.  Where do you draw the line if you are starving?  What would you do for food?

4.  What did they decide?  What did they get?

5.  Where did they go next?  Why?

6.  The plan didn’t go right.  What happened?

7.  Who rescued them?

8.  Last sentence in Chapter 11-- Could life get so hard????

Chapters 12

1.  Where did they take Joe?  Who paid for the treatment?

2.  Page 207 -- Hung said, “I didn’t exactly do it for Joe.”  What do you think he meant?

3.  Loi saw herself in a mirror.  What was her initial reaction?

4.  Her hunger was too great and the need for money too demanding.  What did she plan to do?

5.  What was Loi’s rationalization to the “number one girl?”

6.  What happened on White Tiger street?

7.  When Loi made it back out to the main street with shops, what happened?

8.  What did she “sell” to earn money?  Why was this so hard for her to do?

9.  Loi gave her money to Hung to repay the debt.  Their visit didn’t end very well.  Why?

10. What do you think  “avoid the very appearance of evil” means?  Why is this important?

Chapters 13

1.  Why did Loi feel ashamed after taking the fruit at the Buddhist Temple?

2.  What was different about the Foreign Office today?

3.  How did Loi and Joe get Raymond Smith’s attention?

4.  Where did Raymond Smith take them first?  Why didn’t Loi object?

5.  Where was the next stop?  What did they each get?

6.  What was Raymond Smith’s offer to Loi?

7.  How did Loi react?  How did Joe react?

8.  After all the years Joe had lived on the street he had never been this close to a chance to go to America.  Do you think his tears were real?

9.  What did Loi start to do after the American left?

10.  What happened with Mrs. Dung and her friends?

11.  Could the questions Loi asked herself at the end of Chapter 13 have significance? 

Chapter 14

1.  What did Loi dream?

2.  How was Loi’s luck going to be that day?

3.  What did the shopkeeper give Loi?

4.  What would cancel out her first bad luck sign?

5.  What was Joe’s last instructions for Loi?

6.  What decision did she have to make?

7.  How did she first notice Khai in the crowd?

8.  What did Khai offer Loi?

9.  What about Officer Hiep?  Khai’s father?  Loi’s mother?

10. Loi’s mother sent something else for Loi.  What?

Chapters 15

1.  What did Loi say that Joe couldn’t believe?

2.  Why did she want Khai’s sack?

3.  Why did she give the photo to Joe?

4.  What was Raymond Smith’s reaction?

5.  Was Joe ready to go to America?

6.  What was the story of Loi’s “father?”

7.  Was Loi’s mother brave?  Why?

8.  What did Loi learn about herself and her country?

9.  What was still the most beautiful sound on earth?

10.  What will their homecoming be like?

