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CHAPTER 1

rare     crooked     pale     wardrobe     hems     sagged     to plunge     corkscrew     an enormous     spray     apprentice     to tick     to be shuttered     stock     to peel     to dong     to linger     

a sour-faced scowling individual     aroma     spectacles     Opa-Grandfather clock smith     auspicious     threshold     to careen     a musical prodigy     a rascal     to gleam and glint     soiled     protruding     to harbor     to scrimp and save     a gaping wound

l. Where is Holland? What town these people lived? What was their home called?

2. The time period of this story?

3. What was the family celebrating?

4. Who are the main characters?

5. What kind of family are they? How are they viewed by the town people?

What do they do every night?

6. What was happening in neighboring Germany? Who were coming to Holland from

Germany? Why

CHAPTER 2

a cubicle     repose     tacked      an apparel      a handkerchief     perpetual scowl     greengrocer    guilder      tumbler   stride    apprentice    wholesaler    to contradict

1. What year was Corrie born?

2. What year was Betsie born?

3. What was their house like? Look at the drawing in the front of the book.

4. What did Corrie think about clothes? What was her personality like?

5. What did Father think about the education? Was he an educated man?

6. Who took Corrie to school on her first day?

7. Why did Father and Corrie go to Amsterdam weekly?

8. What was Father's wise answer to Corrie's question about sex sin?

9. Corrie is worried about death of her love ones. What is her father's counsel

to her?

CHAPTER 3

irretrievably    straggly    bashful    blush    disgruntled    shut-ins   Tante    a new gadget    paraphernalia    diabetes    horsedrawn    imperiously    patronesses enormous   vials    deftly    infinitesimal    nuisance    tricks    trinkets     in a delirium of anticipation    congregation

to marry well    the urgency  contributors    parlor

1. Who was Karel? How did Corrie meet him? How did she feel about him?

2. At home what was Corrie's work?

3. What was Corrie's mother like? What did she say about happiness?

4. What disease Tante Jans had? Who took care of her tests? One day Corrie found

a dreadful discovery. What was it?

5. Karel loved Corrie. Why didn't he marry her?

6. What did Corrie's father tell her about loving and love?

CHAPTER 4

coma   taciturn    derelict    unabashedly    foster    children    phenomenal    ignominy

geared for war    the old clock    mender    deliberate   to be eliminated    utter contempt

1. After Mama's stroke how did Corrie communicated with her?

2. How did Mama communicate with the people outside her home? What was Mama's remarkable gift to her community even after she was very ill and couldn't talk?

3. What was the miracle in Nollie's wedding?

4. Who took over keeping the books in the shop ? Why?

5. Later what became Corrie's occupation?

6. What did the community and the customers gave Father?

7. Who was the Bulldog? Why was he called by that name?

8. Who was Otto? What kind of young man was he? Why was he fired?

CHAPTER 5

slender    a long held breath   to jam   broadcast   elaborate    premonition    sonorous and soothing    we will be beaten    bomb bursts    facade invader    adhesive    anti-Semite    unbearable    curfew    pouch   ration cards    saboteurs    audible    to intercept    to trickle    Nazism    spirited away 

the underground   sabotage   abounded    gait    a Gentile    a Jew    a Christian    a rabbi    to tuck in

l. What was the Prime minister's message to people of Holland?

2. How did Father respond to his message?

3. Who invaded Holland? How long did Holland hold out to the Germans?

4. What did Dutch object to? Why?

5.What did they have to have in order to get their food?

6. Why did the Germans take their radios away? Why did Ten Booms keep their larger, more powerful radio? Where did they hide it?

7. What happened to the Jews even in Holland?

8. Why did Father feel sorry for the German soldiers as they took away Jews?

9. What was the Bulldog's real name? Who was he? What happened to his dogs?

10. What Corrie promised to do for Jesus?

CHAPTER 6

numerous    an edict    crowded    pew    preamble    a gesture    defiance    curfew

pathetic    furtive    tight-clutched    counterfeited    ration cards    hold-up

sophisticated    wheel-rims    the Allies    forgery    not a whit    daunted    improbable

hardtack

1. What was the "Wilhelmus"? Why was it illegal in your opinion?

2. Why did Peter play it? What happened to him as a result?

3. Who was the first Jew who came to Ten Boom's house?

3. As the hiding Jews became more numerous at the Beje (Ten Boom house), what

were the serious problems? Why didn't the country people wouldn't accept or hide

Jews?

4. How did Corrie get the 100 ration cards? Where did they hide the cards?

5. What was the Underground? What was their work? Who now became a part of the

Underground? What were they going to do?

6. How was Ten Boom house remodelled and why? How was the building material

brought in?

CHAPTER 7

the razzia     to confiscate    commotion    landlady    washbasin    sideburns

to shriek with hysteria    cantor   regular drills    our first trial run    a favorite trick

the buzzer    sounded    the incriminating    evidence    stalling    techniques 

delaying tactics

1. Where were the young Dutch men taken?

2. How were Bob and Peter saved from the razzia?

3. How did old Christoffels (the old clockmaker in their shop) die?

4. What happened to the "Bulldog"? Why?

5. What happened to the young Jewish woman with the baby?

6. Why were the "guests" at Beje doing drills?

7. How was Mary treated by everyone at Beje?

CHAPTER 8

diagonally    passerby     immobilized    to wheel    extermination camps

the grizzle-haired man    flocks of people     good riddance     to saunter    hectic

pallid-faced    in puzzlement    placid    incriminating    papers    tentatively

apprentice courier

1. What kind of center was the Beje by now? Why were Ten Booms very worried?

2. How many were there now hiding in the Beje?

3. Why did Nollie betray Annaliese to the Gestapo? What happened to Annaliese?

4. How did Nollie get free from the prison?

5. Who came to the shop after hours? Why do you think he came?

6. Why do you think the police chief try to get Corrie to kill the informer What was her answer?

CHAPTER 9   

to throb    scalding    the summons    handrail    wobble-knee    vaporizer

bolt upright    the ring-leader    a squad    to clump down    jaw quivering with fear

a contingent   the alarm buzzer    to croak     a welter of bruises

1. What happened on the morning of February 28, 1944 at the Beje?

2.Were all the Jews able to hide before the Gestapo came to the room?

3.Were was Corrie's prison bag? Why couldn't she take it with her? What was in the bag?

4. How many Ten Booms were taken that day to the prison? How many other people?

5. What was Corrie's vision? Where were they going?

CHAPTER 10

schnell!(fast!)    a large canvas-roofed    the federal penitentiary    to prod     matting    to grate

the bolt banged    to pace    pallet    to hammer     pleurisy   with effusion    kalte kost     maze    solitary confinement    on tiptoe    tumult

1. Where were ten rooms and other prisoners taken first? Why?

2. Where were they taken later?

3. In the cell how was Corrie treated by the other prisoners? What was her bed like? What was their food like?

4. One morning where was Corrie taken by the matron? Who talked to her in the bathroom? What did Corrie ask the woman to get? What did Corrie get from the nurse?

5. Later where was Corrie taken in the prison? What was her cell like now? How was she treated there by the guards? What was her only joy and comfort in this cell?

6. How did the prisoners send and get messages while the guards were away?

7. What was the good news from home? What was the sad news?

CHAPTER 11

sacrosanct    labyrinth    unstrap    a straight-arm    salute    bulbs    to elicit    to cram     a half-wit   ram-rod straight    notary    to babble    gaunt    the pauper's cemetery

1. What kind of German officer was conducting Corrie's interview? Why was trying to help Corrie? What were his thoughts about his family/his job in the army etc? Why did he feel like he was in darkness?

2. How did Corrie find Betsie's cell? What was Betsie's cell like?

3. Why do you think the matron gave more privileges to Corrie after her visit with Lieutenant Rahms?

4. What was the special thing that Lieutenant Rahms arranged for ten Boom family?  Why do you think he did it?

5. What did Nollie bring to Corrie?

6. What did ten Boom family do for Lieutenant Rahms and his family? Why?

CHAPTER 12

to evacuate    bulge    to herd    to lurch    shrill    to surge   flutter    idleness     wedged together    barracks    the bunkers    assembly    to solder    a clandestine    prayer meeting    dewdrops    

an impersonation of pompous, blistering    to mill about    demolition   work    a second volley    

to faint   to jerk

1. The prisoners were evacuated from their Dutch prison. Where were they taken and how?

2. What were "the bunkers"? Who were put there?

3. What did Betsie mean by saying ..."what better way to spend our lives?" What did Betsie see in her guards?

4. What was Corrie's work at the camp?

5. How did Corrie feel about the man that had betrayed her family and many others? How did Betsie feel about him? What did Corrie began to realize about herself?

6. Many men were shot and then the prisoners were ordered to take their belongings and leave. They were ordered to get on the train. What was the train ride like? Where did the train take them?

CHAPTER l3

smokestack    notorious    grim    lice     folly    chestnut waves   the cinder mud turnip    intestinal cramps    soggy    overhead spigots     waifs   a dispensary    rancid    fleas    timidity    we grew bolder    spasms    swine    loafer contemptuously    to reek

1. On the fourth day the train stopped and the doors were opened. What did the prisoners see and do? How did the local people react to the marching prisoners?

2. Describe Ravensbruck. Why do you think it was so feared?

3. What was their first and second day/night like in Ravensbruck?

3. How did Corrie hide her Bible? What was a miracle with the Bible in the inspection?

4. What did the ten Boom sisters realize very soon about their suffering and reason of their placement in this camp? What part did the Bible play in this place?

5. What was a miracle with the vitamin drops?

6. Why was Betsie thankful for fleas?

7. In the barrack 28 the women were fighting with each other. How was this situation solved by Betsie? In the end how did the women treat each other? What/who made the difference? Can one individual change the "world"?

CHAPTER l4

a latrine   corpses    lead-footed with horror    crawling with fleas    creatures    twigs    convoys    solicitously    mechanical pit    graciously

1. How did Corrie enter to the hospital ward to visit Betsie? What did she see inside the building?

2. Later whom/what were Betsie's concerns as she was watching the Snake? What did she believe? What did she want to do to her tormentors? What did Corrie and Betsie do daily to other prisoners?

3. What was Betsie's vision about life after the war? Describe her vision.

4. What happened to Betsie? What did she look like after he-r death?

5. Why were the fleas dangerous and feared by the guards and prisoners alike?

CHAPTER 15

to swell grotesquely    discharge    undisguised contempt    deserted scab-crusted skin   

social chatter     to stockpile     furtive eyes

1. Why was Corrie released from the camp?

2. How did she get back to Holland? What did she see as she traveled across Germany?

3. Describe her stay in the Dutch hospital?

4. What was Corrie's work to be?

5. Did Betsie's vision become reality? Describe.

6. What did Corrie do rest of her life? Where did she die?

