LIBRARY OF CONGRESS TOPICS:

To find out about possible topics for your paper, and even better, to find out HOW to call your topics to do a more efficient library search: 

1. Go to http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcco/lcco.html
2. Click on a general topic that is close to what your topic is about (for example EDUCATION)

3. Refine your search and click on another more specific topic (for example Special aspects of education)

4. Now, you will see a page that gives you many specific terms (such as Islamic education). Use these terms to do a library search on THOR, for examples, and your chances of finding what you’re looking for will be greatly increased! 

TO REFINE YOUR SEARCH IN THE LIBRARY: 

1. Go to www.lib.purdue.edu
2. In Resources and Databases choose Databases by Title

3. At the top of the page, click on Preview the full listing of databases by Subjects

4. In the little box on the left of the page, choose one general area of interest to you

5. In the new window, select ALL the specific areas that you want

6. At the bottom of that same page, click on “limit by articles” except if you want to read books and click on “show results”

7. On the next page, you will see databases that very have information closely related to the topic you chose. You can see a description of what kind of articles you will find in these specific databases, and when you click on them, you can do a keyword search and find many things! Remember to use synonyms and closely related terms in your keyword search instead on focusing on one specific word only. Use the Library of Congress terms. 

To find where the other libraries are: click on “school libraries and dept. units” on THOR’s main page (www.lib.purdue.edu). 

BOOLEANS OPERATORS: 

AND: only intercepting areas, not ALL information about both terms and narrows the search results; for example: crime AND adolescents will only give you articles that talk about both terms.

OR: broadens your search, includes all information about both terms and the overlap area and expends the search results; for example: adolescent OR teenagers will give you articles containing either term. 

TRUNCATION: to cut off part of the words and broadens the search by allowing you to retrieve different forms of a word stem, such as singular and plural forms or other variations—use ? or *; for example  crim? will give you crime, crimes, criminal, criminology, etc. or wom*n will give you women or woman.. 

NESTING: allows you to prioritize the operations of your search statement, allows you to use synonyms; for example, this search which will give you very specific results that include three different words (use the parentheses as shown): 

((global OR international OR multinational OR worldwide) AND (environment? OR ecolog? OR wildlife) AND (protect? OR conserv? OR regulat?))

Use these tools in your specific databases as shown above.
