Library Assignment #3

Locating journal articles 

Due Friday, November 21

By now you should feel fairly comfortable searching for books, journals, and journal articles in THOR. The next step is to go locate these articles, which can sometimes take longer than you think.  

For this assignment, you will need to find a journal article related to you research project topic.  You can use THOR and the electronic databases to find an appropriate article, then you will need to go to the library to locate the article and make a copy. 

Tips for being certain that you have found an article in an academic/scholarly journal and not a magazine or trade journal:

· Look for a page with the names of the editorial board members – most (if not all) of these people will have university affiliations under their names.

· Look for a page (probably near the end of the journal) that has “Guidelines for Submissions.”  This section will explain what type of documentation formation (e.g., APA, MLA, other) authors should use.  

· Most scholarly journals do not use glossy pages, colored ink, or photographs (though there are some exceptions).  If you see these, you may have a magazine.

· Look for the year, volume, and number on the cover page and/or table of contents of an academic journal. 

· Look for a short abstract before each article.

If you find these things, you probably have an academic/scholarly journal.

Assignment

Bring a photocopy of the following:

· The cover page of the journal issue

· The article that is relevant to your research project

Also, write a complete reference for the source (using APA), followed by a brief description of the source (a short paragraph), including:

· The intended audience

· How easy or difficult the article is for you to understand

· How relevant this source might be for your research project.  In other words, do you think you could use this for your project?  Why or why not?  (If you’re not sure at this point, just explain that.)

· A very short summary of the main points of the article.

