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On August 2nd, 1990, Kuwait was invaded by the Iraqi nation; on February 26th, 1991, however, the American-led coalition forces liberated Kuwait. “Barbaric is too weak a word to describe the behavior of the Iraqis in Kuwait.” British Ambassador Michael Weston said (Nelan, 1991, p.5). If so, why did some nations oppose Kuwait by displaying a pro-Iraq stance? What costs did this barbarism bring to Kuwaitis? Nelan’s “Call to arms” and “Kuwait: Free at Last! Free at Last!,” the Joint Committee’s Print, “Postwar Economic Recovery in the Persian Gulf,” London’s “Prospects of War, Psychology of Oil,” and an anonymous writer’s “Oil Well Fires” helped me better address my questions. Specifically, I will compare and contrast the authors’ perspective and opinions towards any losses Kuwait has incurred from the burnt oil wells, in addition to the authors’ opinions on the coalition opposition countries.


Iraqi troops left Kuwait with 600 plus burning oil wells. In reference to Nelan (1991), oil experts estimated ten months before these wells were controlled. However, other oil experts estimated a two to three year period before these well fires were extinguished, opposes the author of “Oil Well Fires” (2003). Nevertheless, it was not more than a mere nine month period until the last well was put out, asserted in the article “Oil Well Fires” (2003). Moreover, medical experts thought the well fires’ smoke to be safe, due in part to climatic components. However, there were many reports of nasal irritations, coughing, and other diseases (Oil Well Fires, 2003). These reports juxtapose Nelan’s (1991) claims to the severity of the smoke and the atrocious effects it could cause on both the health and the environment. “It’s like a nuclear winter,” said Khayhe, Saudi Information Ministry official. “Now that Kuwait is free, it’s not fit to live in” (Nelan, 1991, 2). Kimble, from the Joint committee, however, addresses the economic effects imposed by these fires on Kuwait. “Kuwait continues to lose future income from the oil fires, about $87 million a day, roughly $30 billion a year” (Postwar Economic Recovery in the Persian Gulf, 1991, 33). Furthermore, this lost income adversely affected Kuwait’s Gross National Product and the Kuwaiti economy. Aside from the slight differences depicted from these publications, all publications agreed on one point, the burning oil wells aggravated the Kuwaiti nation.


Aside from the oil caused problems, helter-skelter Palestine and Iran displayed a pro-Iraq stance; they did not annex to the coalition, they opposed instead. When the Palestinians heard of an American-led coalition against Iraq, they carelessly switched stances, former Saudi Oil Minister proclaims. Because the Americans disagree on any resolution accusing Israel of wrongful acts, the Palestinians declared a pro-Iraq stance. However, this reason was not plausible because the Palestinian authorities turned against their beneficiaries. He also adds that Palestinian civilians should not be held responsible for their authorities’ actions (London, Yamani, 1990). Nelan (1991) states, however, some 300,000 Palestinian civilians living in Kuwait served the Iraqi forces as informers and police administrators. Moreover, in reference to Nelan (1990), both Saddam and Iran called upon all Muslims for Jihad against the infidels, the coalition forces. Ad interim, Iraq set plans to ship 200,000 barrels of oil per day to Iran (Nelan, 1990). One cannot help but question Iran’s truthfulness; are they truly asserting Iraq in the call for Jihad, or for the 200,000 barrels of oil a day which were sold in 1990 at a very high price?


In light of the above questions, certain similarities transpired in the authors’ opinions on the effects of the burning Kuwaiti oil wells. In spite of different atrocities the authors discussed, all reached a clear consensus about the aggravation of the burning oil wells. The fires aggravated the environment, the people and species’ health, and the economy. I had always thought of the financial constraints the Kuwaiti economy was in to be correlated with the meager corruption in the government. However, my findings in these articles enlightened me to the truth; Kuwait was losing $87 million a day due to the lit oil wells (Postwar Economic Recovery in the Persian Gulf, 1991) Furthermore, Palestinian civilians and authorities were both guilty of betraying Kuwait. The Palestinian civilians were the ones responsible for the vexation of Kuwaiti families, while Palestinian authorities only opposed the coalition forces. Iranian authorities did too, however, after they had been bribed; all this information was new to me. 

Having found intriguing answers to my questions, I came across a new question: Were the disadvantageous effects pertaining to the burning oil wells exaggerated? News agencies and people’s tales proceeding any war are overly exaggerated. This might be a stereotype though. However, I can never find this out unless I interview someone who has experienced both the war and the post war period.
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