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The view of a man drinking in a bar or sleeping on the street is somehow familiar. But in the Muslim countries this view is not considered a decent deed. Though Islam forbids drinking alcohol there is still a minority that consumes it regularly. This action made me wonder why a Muslim would defy his beliefs and do such a forbidden habit. I interviewed three Muslim students living in the US so I can get the information I need ease my curiosity. I’m really grateful to them for sharing such personal information with me.


The first student I interviewed gave me valuable information but I was not too comfortable with interviewing him. Overall the interview was very productive. Will, the second interview I was more confident but I had to pull the words from the student’s mouth. That didn’t enable me to get enough information as the others. On the other hand the last interview I would say was the most useful one of them. The interviewed student and I were both very comfortable and talked through the interview about all the points I need to cover. In my opinion it was more of a conversation. The most important thing is that all the three of the students insisted on not publishing any information that might identify them. That was the least thing I could do after they helped me very generously.


Each one of the students had a different background and I think that was a big effect on the answers they gave me for each question. Let’s name the first student “Tom” (Tom1, 11/11/2003). Now tom used to live in a Muslim country that didn’t allow alcohol inside its boarders at all. But he lived the past six years away from his family to study. The second interviewee I will call “Zech” (Zech1, 11/12/2003). Zech lived his entire life before coming to the US with his family in a Muslim country that allowed the consumption of alcohol. The third interviewee, a student too, I will call “Sam” (Sam1, 11/14/2003) lived too in a country that didn’t allow alcohol. But he used to find a way to get inside the country or he would travel to get it.


Tom told me that he started drinking in his senior year of high school. He used to drink with all non-Muslim friends. They were all underage that’s why they used fake IDs or let one of their older friends to buy them the drinks. As he said that in the beginning he didn’t want to drink, but feeling away from his family especially his parents gave him some kind of an over valued freedom and missing the gaudiness from his parents. Zech had a really different start. He lived with his family but his role model, his father, used to drink. From his childhood he knew that, he said that this is the main reason that made him drink. In addition to that, alcohol was provided and he had to buy it for his father and it was always available. On the contrary Sam was somehow an adventurer, he told me about some stories of how they used to smuggle the drinks or buy it from smugglers back home. He even had another way to get some alcohol by traveling to other near countries that provides alcohol. He told me “Alcohol make me feel comfortable and gives me a good feeling about myself” (Sam1, 11/14/2003).


Tom didn’t seem very upset with the idea that he is not following the rules of Islam completely. But in his mind he is thinking of quitting alcohol after going back home because as he said that he is still young and has all his life in front of him so he got nothing to lose for now. On the other hand Zech felt guilty about drinking and he didn’t like the fact that his father used to drink. Because he said that when his father is drunk he used to hit hem and curse him all the time. Some times even when his father was not drunk he acted the same. That’s why he doesn’t want to have the same attitude his father had with him with his own children. But Sam had a different opinion, he thinks that alcohol is the best thing he found in his life and it is something to be proud of. In my opinion he won’t quit drinking until he gets in real trouble.


Each interview had different answers that gave me a good idea about my questions. Now the reasons I concluded that make Muslim teenagers start drinking alcohol are peer pressure, the influence of the parents and family members, and the empty time or the lake of giddiness. I believe that the same reasons for drinking are encountered by non-Muslims too.


The more information I got the more I want to know. I want to know why Islam forbade alcohol completely. Because it seems that there are some Muslims that do not agree with Islam. And the most important what is the effect of alcohol on the behavior of any person,


