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Speaking of The China-Taiwan Issue


The political conflict has been affecting people in China and Taiwan for almost a century, and it really scared me when I heard some said that the two countries may kick start the “World War III.”  We all know that bad blood between China and Taiwan, but is China indeed looking to use its military force to conquer Taiwan?


To obtain creditable information on this topic, I had an interview with Sean Liao on November 10, 2003.  I met Sean when we both studied in a college in Illinois, and still keep in touch up until now.  Sean is from China who studied foreign relations back in Guangxi University in Nanning, Guangxi prior to his coming to the States, where he decided to learn about theater in which he has tremendous interest.  Besides the professional background he has, being a Taiwanese myself, the other benefit of him being my interviewee to me is that he is from China, so that he stands at the other side from me on this particular political issue, which helps me a lot regarding hearing the opposite voice.


“Nobody likes war,” Sean said as we started the interview, but the reason that China government and the Chinese people wanted so much to bring Taiwan toward unification is simply because of “the patriotism.”  Sean went on to explain that people in China always believe that Taiwan is a part of China, and they are educated to think of Taiwan as a rebel, and they would do anything to defend the believe of “One China.”  I was pretty unset and a little angry upon hearing this, but when I step back and think about our Taiwanese belief, which people tend to think China as a bully, undeveloped nation, maybe this phenomenon is just a view of human nature.


Now that China already established the position and implies that it would fight Taiwan if it goes away from unification, and the fact that Taiwan is about to have an independent referendum next year, logically, we can anticipate that there should be a likelihood of war taking place.  “But the possibility of a war breaking out is very unlikely.”  Sean then analyzed the pros and cons if China decides to use military force to conquer Taiwan: On the positive side, China can get the best desirable outcome from its view point, which Taiwan would become a part of People’s Republic of Chin, and China then show the everyone that it actually follow the position and policy they established.  But on the reverse side, Sean then added, however, China would lose Taiwanese people’s hearts and cause long-term diversity and other problems; plus, any war would result in tremendous casualty and financial waste, and that can hurt a developing country in China.  I then brought on the topic of “World War III” to him.  Sean thinks no countries would like to be involved unless anything could be affecting them or they can benefit from winning the war, but under that circumstances, things can get very ugly!


The reason that this political issue is so tricky and remains unsolved is that there is no way China would give up its “One China” policy; also, Taiwan will stick to its “State-to-state” policy unless any dramatic changes.  In addition, neither China nor Taiwan would accept each other’s purpose since the two policies are almost the reverse of the other.  Sean then stated that, things got even tougher when China made the announcement saying it will only has dialogue with Taiwan if it agree to the “One China” policy, which we can expect to happen if sun rises from the west side.


When I went on to ask Sean to conclude the situation, and provide the probable action from both sides, Sean simply answered: “No clue.”  He thought maybe when time goes on, people start forgetting the old, historical emotions, they will look for some way to get back together naturally, perhaps organizing a “United Nations of China” or simply China under certain political arrangements.  However, if asking for the immediate future, he had nothing to comment.  Even with almost everyone from both China and Taiwan have been involved in the discussion for almost a century, an relatively expert like Sean still can not make any prediction with quality support, what more can we ask for?


The silver lining of the issue, according to my little survey to 10 of my Chinese friends from both China and Taiwan, is that all Chinese people actually regard the other Chinese group across the Taiwan straight as their compatriots, and they all agree on the opinion that the terrible feeling on the whole political scene is for the governments, not those normal people like us at this point of time.  Base on the fact that my friends and myself from both sides indeed get along very well, I have the faith that somehow, sometime, somewhere, there will be a solution which is harmless and has a very happy ending.
