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Introduction


China and Taiwan have the same ancestry, speaks the same language, and are only 100 miles apart, yet their relationship is so complicated that they are rivals, they are a big family, they are enemies, and they are close economical partners.  Let me provide some statistics as example to give you a sense of China and Taiwan’s interaction:  China officially stated that the military expense counts as 17% of its national budget in the past two years, but according to the estimation of the European and U.S. intelligence, the actual figure should “triple” that!  On the other hand, comparing to the 20 million residents of Taiwanese people, more than 3 million trips were made by Taiwanese people to China during year 2002 (Shao, 2003).  So what caused the military conflict and what could be the most possible outcome of the problem?  Is a war the final answer?


Through out my series of projects, I’ve been researching with particularly focus on if a fierce war will break out since Taiwan is really working on its own independence referendum these years, which China should never allow.  After going through all the research, I will say I believe it would not, considering the mixture of all the possibilities and the current situation.


In this paper, I will first talk about the background history of the issue, then brake the concerns into parts with my main points and the counter-arguments.  Then in conclusion I will wrap up a reasonable solution which I summarized from all my findings.

The History


Let me first give you an idea of the historical background of China and Taiwan. When Qing dynasty fell and ended the empire era of the Chinese culture, there were two major political parties fighting for power on Mainland China, they were the KMT (which stands for Kuo-Ming-Tang, the Nationalists, in Chinese Mandarin) and the Communists.  The KMT lost the battle and retreated to the island Taiwan while the Communists started to gain control of the Chinese Mainland.  The two parties then adopted different political system and set up their own governments: Taiwan went on to become a democratic country and China built itself on communism.  The variance and the bad blood from war later on turned into divergence of beliefs.  The historical emotions and the different lifestyles causes the tension and conflict between the two groups of Chinese people until present time, and should still be carry on for another period.

The Nature of War


First of all, regardless of circumstance, war itself means the lost of innocent human lives, which will never gain support of people.  In China and Taiwan’s case in particular, the Chinese government has long been criticized for disrespecting human rights; now that China is having more and more contact with the modern western world as it is rapidly developing, war is not a good choice for China to obtain popularity.


Besides, the big budget both governments have been spending on better weapons “could have been better used for meaningful purposes (Shao, 2003).”  Hence, the large amount of money thrown in for the military competition because of the tense situation has not been appreciated by any means.  However, neither China nor Taiwan is dare to back off on that before the issue is answered.

The Potential Distraction


Secondly, Chou (2000) argues that the Mainland government already has a difficult and demanding task of developing the country and its economy, so it wouldn’t want a war as distraction.  If China decides to go to a war, an additional huge human and natural resources besides the already existing budget have to be put in, which means stop of improving the country for China.  “It is not worth the cost.”  Says Chou.



Those who disagree may think that since China is developing and doesn’t want disturbances especially the political issue with Taiwan, why not try to force a reunification so that China can go on with total focus?  According to Chou (2000), China will need much stronger navy and air force to have the capability to “conquer” Taiwan, which it might not already have.  Moreover, the potential military aid from the U.S. (which I will go over for details later) may also keep China away from achieving its goal that is to get over Taiwan in a very short time.

A Factor in the USA


Third, as the United States promised to help Taiwan defend itself, China might not want to fight a strong enemy like the States.  Or if the war does involve two nuclear-armed nations like China and the United States, the result could affect the whole earth.  The reasons that the United States might have something to do in this issue are its relationships with both Taiwan and China.  The States never had a healthy political relationship with China; further more, Taiwan is presently one of the closet economical partners of the States, and the geographical position Taiwan locates in is vital for fighting China if necessary.  (Liao, S.  Personal conversation on November 10, 2003)


My opponents may think that the United States doesn’t necessarily have to help Taiwan, or even if they do, they don’t have to put in all its strength.  However, according to Tkacik (2003), U.S. would want to “make appropriate defense technology and services available to Taiwan,” and “work with Taiwan to reform its military command structure.”  That is to say, U.S. will at least provide Taiwan indirect help like selling Taiwan better defensive weapons.

On the other hand, the geography location of Taiwan means a lot to the U.S. if it keep thinking China as a potential enemy; as a result, at least for the current circumstance, the United States wouldn’t want Taiwan to become a part of its potential enemy’s.  (Liao, S.  Personal conversation on November 10, 2003)

Voice From the Other Side

For those who may agree to the idea of China to kick-start a war, the central belief should be that China has to defend its position while sticking with its policies, one of the most important ones being that the military will be on action right away once Taiwan goes toward independence.  I cannot oppose to such aspect since the diversity of beliefs of both sides and the reverse situations the two groups of Chinese people are in, since these two factors contribute to the conflict and make it so tough a problem to solve.

Win-win Situation


Although I’ve been talking mostly disappointing facts, we can still be optimistic for a few reasons: People on both sides seem to understand the truth of peace and security, especially when there are a lot of families having members across the Taiwan straight.  Further more, with both sides growing closer and closer economically, people realize a healthy relationship with a stable market is to everybody’s interest, we don’t need a war to destroy that.

The Big Finish


It is hard for both China and Taiwan to change mentally and accept each other even though a war may not be likely to take place.  The silver lining is, with a successful example in Taiwan – which it transformed itself from a poor agricultural-based island country to a strong democracy nation with great economical power – China can certainly get over the emotions and obtain help from Taiwan with experience.  As for the inequality between the two, well, there is the fact that humans have more similarities than differences.
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