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Jihad: It’s True Meaning and Purpose

The author of this article is Shazia Mirza. The article was posted on the Media Monitors Network website. What this article basically explains the meaning of Jihad and how Jihad can not be terrorism.


To explain what Jihad means the author quotes Prophet Muhammad: “The greatest Jihad is against a man’s own lust.” Shazia explains the meaning of this quote; Jihad is an internal struggle through peace and brotherhood. She also states that Jihad is a duty: A “fight for good against evil.”


The author makes an argument to prove that Jihad and terrorism are two different concepts. Shazia points out that terrorism against innocent civilians through aggression or suicidal means is not permissible in Islam. She calls Terrorism Fasad (mischief) and quotes a verse out of the Quran: “When it is said to them: Make not mischief on the earth, they say why we want to correct things, indeed they are the mischief doers, but they realize (it) not.” The author then lists the conditions for the call of Jihad, which are in the Shariah (Islamic law). The law states that Muslims are only allowed to fight in self-defense, for the protection of the weak that are oppressed. There are conditions for combat as well according to the author, non militant civilians must not be harmed, members of religious institutions must be respected, and crops must not be curt down, to support this point she then quotes the Prophet saying “Destroy not their means of subsistence.”


The next point the author makes is to illustrate how Islam is a peaceful and tolerant religion. She says that Islam teaches Muslims to respect all religions especially Judaism and Christianity as they “are three forms of one religion.” The author says that peoples beliefs of Muslims being intolerant is because of some Muslims who quote the Quran using words like Kafir, (pagan), for non-Muslims which is not right as Muslims are supposed to respect all religions. The author goes on to say that Muslims should not be aggressive as it is against Islamic Law. She quotes the Quran explaining that Muslims should fight in self-defense and not be aggressive.


Through this informative article the author tried to clear out some of the misconceptions that people have about Islam and bring about awareness to the world of today. She talked about the meaning of Jihad and tried to prove that Jihad wasn’t terrorism. 

