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The media plays an important role in informing the public about foreign affairs. Most of the people in the United States rely on the media as a window where one could look through and observe the rest of the world, this power the media has to itself is great and should be used responsibly. However, since the past decade the media has developed a harsh stereotype against Muslims and their religion. Through my interview I hope to find out the purpose of Jihad, how the media has affected Muslims in America, and what the educated Muslims are doing to spread an awareness of the “true Islam.”


I interviewed a graduate student studying political science in Canada. In my opinion Mr. Ahmed is a credible source as he has had a lot of exposure in different parts of the world and his area of study concerns recent events in politics around the world. 


The purpose of Jihad, according to Mr. Ahmed, is to make you a better person and thus a better Muslim. Jihad is to struggle. This could mean a struggle to gain knowledge, to understand people, God, relationships, nature anything even yourself. The Quran for example states, gain knowledge even if you have to go till China. This means the struggle for knowledge or the Jihad for knowledge is given importance in the Book. In the military context Jihad means to protect one’s self, family or religion by bearing arms. This action can only be a defensive act. It can never be an offensive one. Also Innocent civilians must never be harmed. The battle should only take place between the two armies. When the state of Mecca had been overcome in the final battle between the Quraish and the Muslims of Madina, the prophet ordered the prisoners of war to be released instead of executed like the traditions of those days. Also the civilians were not harmed and they all resided within their homes peacefully. This was breaking the tradition of taking the remaining civilians as war booty and enslaving them. But this was not the purpose of Jihad, the purpose was to remove the threat to the Islamic State once that was done all were allowed to go back to their lives. Indeed this act was considered so merciful that it resulted in many converting to Islam. In contemporary history, and the age of what we consider to be so humane we cannot find such an example. Instead we have examples such as Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


The American media nevertheless, overlooks acts where Muslims have shown mercy and because of a few groups of Muslims has stereotyped the entire race. Mr. Ahmed believes that the media was irresponsible with the approach it took but recently the media has made an effort to spread an awareness of the religion. 


When I asked Mr. Ahmed his views on the media his reply was detailed he said  that it was crucial to understand the importance of the media within the United States especially when it came down to subjects such as the Muslims that are not found to be in the mainstream of society. There are a significant number of Muslims within the United States however prior to September 11 this significant portion of the society was never a topic of discussion. In the short months to follow Muslims within America felt extremely insecure about their safety. Many were harassed, some even killed. In a university at Georgia one Pakistani girl was gang raped by four Caucasian males.  There was also a case of two Sikh brothers who were killed because they were wearing a turban and had long beards. The turbans and the beards are a part of the Sikh religion and tradition. However the attackers did not realize the difference. The American media was irresponsible in the way it provided its masses with information. It portrayed many stereotypical images of Muslims, long beards, turbans etc and as with the two Sikh brothers many suffered.


 Last summer Mr. Ahmed was in Boston and Fox news had taken out a portion from the Quran and read it out. The verse was asking the believers not to befriend the non-believers and warned them that the non-believers would never be loyal or true to the Muslims. Fox then asked their audience to call in and comment on this. However Fox did not bother to try and learn the context in which those lines had been preached. 


It was the battle of Uhad when the army of Medina was scarce and that of the pagans was overwhelming. The Muslims could only protect three borders of the small Islamic state called Madina. Therefore they asked the Jews who resided within Madina to help them protect the fourth border. During the battle the Jews left the border unattended and stopped fighting. There was a huge and unnecessary loss of life as the Muslims scattered around trying to protect the fourth border. The battle was won but at a heavy price. It was after this incident, that this verse was revealed and it was in a military context. The tax of Jaziya was also imposed on the non-Muslims after this event. Where the Non Muslims if they fought in the army to protect the state they would not have to pay any Jaziya. If they chose not to which they had every right to do living within an Islamic state they would have to contribute to the army by paying them some alms.


 Therefore it is only in matters of war that you should not seek alliance from a non-believer however if he is willing to fight in defense of the state then by all means he has the right to do so. This is the true meaning behind the verse however to Fox’s audience this information was never revealed and therefore the correspondence was not very tolerant. 


 It is also true that many other aspects of the Media have tried to educate the masses on the question of Islam and the Muslims. At least now many people believe that not all Muslims are fanatics, not all Muslims have long beards and not all Muslims undergo “Jihad” in such a violent manner. Since the attacks the media has realized its stereotypical portrayal of Islam and has made an effort to try and understand Muslims and their religion. But if the American masses really want to know about the legitimate meaning of Islam they would be better off conducting a study on the religion themselves. 


The media recently has been trying to spread awareness about Islam and other different religions. But there is still the portrayal of Islamic countries in the Middle East and the sub-continent that the American media degrades. Showing these countries as poverty stricken areas. 


According to Mr. Ahmed these images that the media elicits to the American audience isn’t healthy at all. He took Pakistan as an example, where president Musharraf had gone out of his way to help the American government and people. However we perceive images of Pakistan on television in the United States, with men holding guns either in uniform or not. Poverty everywhere, and illiteracy. There is much more to Pakistan than that. “And no, we do not go to school on camels!! As many Americans have asked me.” 


In Iraq there are images of American soldiers with children all around them playing and laughing, the Iraqi people applauding them etc. The facts show however that the Iraqi people want the Americans out. If you go to any foreign country, except maybe Canada you will see different images of the Iraqi situation within the media. In one of his (Mr. Ahmed) classes in Canada, they were discussing Iraq and an American girl claimed that she saw on television an interview that this soldier gave. He was saying how wherever he went people invited him to have some ham and bread. Mr. Ahmed replied to her that the Iraqi’s are a majority Muslim people and there was no such thing as ham in their country as it is a forbidden meat. “On top of that in war-ridden Iraq most people if not all are extremely poor forget the ham, even bread is a luxury they cannot freely afford.” So such negative images such as Pakistan’s case or “positive” images such as in Iraq are not helpful at all in educating the American audiences of what goes on abroad. 


In my opinion Muslims should make a stand and show everyone that the majority of Muslims are not violent people. The reason why I think Muslims should go out and destroy this stereotype is because it was a group of Muslims that played a role in creating the stereotype. In Mr. Ahmed’s point of view, minority fundamentalist groups have played significant role to help create harsh stereotypes for Muslims. Osama Bin Laden and his people have manipulated Islam to suit their cause. Terrorist attacks and the killing of innocent people is not allowed in Islam under any circumstances. However the educated Muslims have also not stood up and opposed this manipulation. Each Muslim State is vested in their own interest. There are very few Muslims working for Islam, or to protect Islam today. This why we have such huge misconceptions of the religion. And now that a non-Muslim audience is more and more interested in Islam it is every Muslims duty to see to it that the proper and complete facts are revealed.


I would say my interview with Mr. Ahmed went well. His knowledge on the history of Jihad cleared up a lot of questions I had in mind. He didn’t hold any biases as he explained the problems with the American media as well as with Muslim societies. My questions were answered in detail and I was satisfied with the responses. 

