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As we know, on September 11, 2001, the great World Trade Center, known as the Twin Towers, was destroyed. The incident that took only a few hours made the United States halt in shock. The World Trade Center was crashed by two hijacked airplanes. The hijackers were identified as foreigners who possessed students’ visas which allowed them to enter the United States. The hijackers were also linked to the Muslim terrorist organization: Alqaeda. It was really tragic because many people buried under the collapsed buildings and it caused so many people to lose their family members. This incident had forced the United States government to elevate the level of their National Security. What is the impact of US’s security action upon the International community especially international students?

One of the means that they took was by increasing their security level in various places such as the airports. They are many security checkpoints being set up all throughout the airports such that travelers entering and leaving the United States are carefully screened. Even those that traveling within the country have to pass through this security checkpoints. At the security checkpoints, the baggage are opened and randomly checked, hand-carries are X-rayed, and many other things. Also before September 11, it was okay if we bring small scissors or nail clipper to the airport, but now, it is forbidden. We were also allowed to bring all kind of food items, such as beef, fruits with pungent smell and many more, with us but now, they were not allowed on board the aircraft. All of these procedures make it inconvenience for travelers to enter the United States.

As a foreigner myself, this topic is interesting because it is related to me. From my experience, as one of the international students that wanted to study in the United States, I had some trouble in entering the United States. Before September 11, 2001, it was quite easy to get a visa. We only needed to be interviewed and if everything went well in the interview, we would get the exact date on when we would get our visa. The regulations in the US Embassy in Indonesia had changed. At first, the regulation said that all males had to wait for one month after they had been interviewed. But for females, it only took one to three days to get their visas. But now, they don’t know when they will get their visa. They could only say that we had to check from the given website and see whether there is our passport number in that website or not. If not, they can only say that we have to be patient, so we could only wait until our passport number showed up on the website. We could also take our visa three months before entering the United States. When we entered the United States, we were carefully checked especially for those identified as Muslims. For those of us who are not Muslim, we still find ourselves having to go through other procedures only less strictly. We also had to complete the INS forms and all the regulations. One of the regulations is that for the first month after our arrival, we had to give the INS our personal information and constantly update them every year. We were also expected to report our arrival to our home country Embassy. Now, there is also extra tuition for international students who study in the United States. All these procedures caused additional inconvenience for international students, like those from Indonesia, entering and living in the United States. 

The impact of September 11 has also affected the world. For example, my home country, Indonesia, is one of the countries that are identified by the US government as a place where terrorist recruiting ground. This makes students from other countries, such as Indonesia, have difficulty to study in the United States since it is hard to get the student visa and the Immigration has stricter law in selecting people who enter the United States. 


Due to the regulation, most people, especially those who are students, feel that they are not welcome in this country. They feel that they are wasting their time because they have to follow the INS regulation such as the one that they should update their personal information every year. They also feel that they become the target of religious discrimination especially those of Muslim backgrounds. They are also angry and are not satisfied with the regulation. 


Unlike Indonesia, some countries for example Singapore was given a greater freedom as Singapore were able to enforce the law and regulation against terrorists, which entitled them to a greater freedom and rights in entering and exiting the United States. I’m looking forward for a time when Indonesia can have the same status and privilege like Singapore.


I think they took certain actions such as security measures only to prevent that tragedy from happening again. Yet in my opinion, the one that I believe to be responsible for that action are Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan. Thus it seems unfair to have other countries sharing the burden of the responsibility caused by the tragedy. The US government has already elevated the security level in their country but is raising the security level produce the kind of result that the United States wanted? Is it efficient? Is it enough to make those who live in the United States felt secured? Is there any alternatives way that would really prevent the tragedy from happening again? 


In conclusion, the incident on September 11 has made a lot of impact. And this impact has caused a lot of inconvenience to international communities especially international students who study in the United States. The US government has taken several actions such as increasing the security level in their country to prevent the tragedy from happening again. Yet at the same time, we still need to find out whether the actions taken by US government solve the primary problem caused by the tragedy or not. 

