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The incident of September 11 has created an impact to international students upon entering United States. Before this incident, international students can easily apply for studying in United States, but now, U.S. government has created new rules and regulations that complicate the process for international students to enter U.S. One of the rules is the implementation of Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS). To find out more about SEVIS, I arranged an interview with an expert who is familiar in this field on Friday, Nov. 14, 2003. Through my interview, I hoped to find out how SEVIS developed, how it works and what the cost for using SEVIS is. 


The man I interviewed was Michael A. Brzezinski, director of the International Student & Scholars (ISS) at Purdue University. Mr. Brzezinski has been the director of the ISS for 10 years. He is responsible for all the offices in Purdue that deals with international students. He used to work in China for five years as a teacher administration but before that, he studied in China for two years. His job in China allowed him to work with China students and he really loved it. He usually gets troubled when he has to help international students understand the government regulations. He hates it when he has to give bad news to international students that they have to go back to their home country because they didn’t follow the regulations and had late extending stays. Through my interview, Mr. Brzezinski gave much information about SEVIS system.

According to Mr. Brzezinski, SEVIS is a tracking system the U.S. government uses to monitor international students. It started in August 1st, 2003. At first, in 1996, it was named CIPRIS (Coordinated Interagency Program Regulation International Students) but in summer 2001, it was changed to SEVIS. SEVIS works by collecting personal data from every international student in United States and this data has to be submitted to U.S. government whenever there are changes in the student’s record. The data is mainly about ending date in students programs, beginning of new semester, change in addresses, work authorization, and many others. 

Because international students used to CIPRIS, they didn’t feel that there is too much change in the system. It’s just that students who violate the rules and regulations get more severe consequences and Mr. Brzezinski really concern about the consequences. One of the consequences is the termination if the students’ legal stay because they didn’t update their personal data regularly.


When we talked about the cost for using SEVIS, Mr. Brzezinski said, “Purdue University spends a lot of money to develop the ability to comply with the regulation.” According to him, the U.S government said that there is no cost for using SEVIS. Therefore, U.S. government does not provide schools with funds to implement this system. As a result, there is an additional $50 fee for each student per semester. It’s a fee for all the services used.

He included that we couldn’t know whether SEVIS is the best system used to track all international students or not because SEVIS is the only system that the U.S. government has until now. "Though it is the only system, it is a good one. It is so much better than the paper-based system and there has been an improvement in the system,” said Mr. Brzezinski. He also emphasized that the improvement in the system brought more severe consequences.

Mr. Brzezinski said that many international students usually face difficulties upon entering United States due to the delay in obtaining visa. He also said that he hates to terminate students’ legal stay because their personal data hasn’t been updated. But in most cases, students’ legal stay is terminated because they violate other SEVIS regulations.

Some international students are afraid to go back to their home country because they know that it would be difficult for them to come back to United States. He also said that changes in the system and in obtaining visa don’t make any changes in the admission programs. When asked about changes in the future concerning the policies involving international students, Mr. Brzezinski said that students have to pay fee for SEVIS system before they can obtain the visa. Mr. Brzezinski also included that SEVIS would improve from time to time. He hopes that SEVIS system would become more efficient; for example, hopefully, it will be able to submit data more easily and not cost too much money. 

My interview with Mr. Brzezinski was very enlightening. His explanation on how U.S. government handles international students after the September 11 incident was very useful for me. I learned that his role as the director of the ISS becomes more challenging as he has to organize the implementation of SEVIS. One thing that is new for me is that SEVIS was known as CIPRIS. So SEVIS is not something new at all. During the interview, sometimes there is a misunderstanding between the questions asked and his answers. The interview time was short but it was sufficient for me to ask all the questions that I had. He was very nice to me and told me that I could send an email if I had something else to ask. I think this interview went very well. In my future research, I would like to find out more about the rules and regulations and maybe some personal opinions from international students might be included. 

