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This article by Seth Sanders discusses the study done by Muzaffar Alam, on the rise and fall of the Mughal Empire in India. The author discusses in detail, the impact of diversity in languages in ancient India and its impact on the social and political system of the country.

 First, according to the author, Prof. Alam briefs about the cause of existence of variety in languages and dialects in India. He attributes this to different religions in the society. Prof. Alam then describes how the Mughal rulers decided on a common language for administrative purposes fearing a decline and goes on to explain how this common language was chosen. It was either Sanskrit, Prakrit or Persian. Persian was chosen, because, according to Alam, Persian asked the people to rise above all differences and it satisfied the needs of the Mughals. He then elaborates on the development of Persian in India through King Akbar and describes how Persian and Arabic were mostly used by the aristocrats, Sanskrit by religious heads and finally Prakrit by the common people. According to the author, the Mughal emperors thought it inferior for them to use Prakrit as a language for administration and Sanskrit too high for a common man to comprehend. 

The author then says that Prof Ali strongly feels that Persian was adopted since the Mughals, who had come from central Asia, had had Persian as their cultural language. Since Persian was read right to left and other Indian languages left to right, the common people were not comfortable with Persian. Thus, chaos, confusion and unrest grew among the general public. Prof. Ali comments on English being introduced in India and how the introduction of Persian was one of the causes for the downfall of the Mughal Empire. He explains how the British were wise enough to introduce English as the language for administration as well as develop the regional language which gave the vernaculars and sub-communities some recognition and independence.  

Finally, after having discussed all the viewpoints of Muzaffar Ali, the author feels that India is a land where unity and diversity are two sides of the same coin. In this article, Sanders, by using an interview of Prof. Mzaffar Ali, discussed how diversity in India during the Mughal period posed a threat to the administration of the country and how the introduction of a common language as a language for administration improved the situation.

