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I had read books, articles and surfed the web to learn about my topic. It was now time to learn about the perspectives of people and find out what they felt about the diversity of languages in India and its impact on the social and economic growth of the country. Since this is a highly debatable topic, people differed in their views and perspectives. I wanted to analyze the topic from different angles and hence decided to interview people with different backgrounds. My list of interviewee’s included my high school social science teacher Mrs. Usha Naidu (Interview through e-mail on 08/11/03); Mark Leahy (Personal communication on 05/11/03), an English 106 teacher and a MFA student in the English department at Purdue University; Mehul Jain (Personal communication on 12/11/03), a student at Purdue University and Karen (Personal communication on 14/11/03), a faculty in the English department at Purdue University. By interviewing these people, I wanted to analyze the topic in depth and arrive at a practical solution.

The term ‘Diversity’ has many connotations to it and people defined the term in different ways. While Mark thought that diversity meant a variety in language, religion, thoughts and perspectives, Karen found diversity to a variety in just about anything. It was interesting to note that none of them felt that the term ‘diversity’ had a negative connotation.   

Mark was of the opinion that diversity helped in the growth of a country; however it had a negative effect on the economic growth of the country. Mrs. Usha Naidu and Mehul Jain supported Mark’s idea and felt that the diversity prevailing in the country has stunted the development of the country. On the contrary Karen strongly opposed their views and said that the linguistic diversity did not have anything to do with the economical aspects of a country.  

While answering another question about the economic growth of the country and linguistic diversity, Mark pointed out that the developed countries were English speaking countries and said, ‘Linguistic diversity is mostly found in developing countries’. This was a strong argument for the relation between languages and economic growth. He further commented that use of just one language in a country helps to hasten the process of development. Almost all people whom I interviewed were of the same opinion and felt that it was just a question of time before things changed in India. 

A major problem in India due to language diverseness is the fact that people tend to have a feeling of attachment to a particular language speaking community rather than the nation as a whole. As pointed out by Mrs. Naidu, this problem has been plaguing the country for centuries. In her opinion it is the same reason that led to the downfall of many great empires in India and that later slowed down the nationalistic movement and the struggle for independence in the country. This was because people had to rise above their linguistic differences and fuse into a single unit to ensure the success of the freedom struggle. Karen, who had lived in India all her life, felt that there has been a strong nationalistic feeling in the minds of people in recent years. She further said that it is just that people decided to support and remain a part of a group of people who share common interests and that the feeling of belonging to a country as a whole has always been in the minds of the people.

In order to promote the ideas of nationalistic feelings and to have some sort of uniformity for the purpose of administration of the country, a national language is required. But can a country like India which promises secularism have a national language? Answering this question, Mark felt that it was the best solution to the problem. He felt that the national language should be taught to all children right from the elementary level to ensure that the entire population understands the language. Karen felt that it would be unfair if one language was chosen among all other languages and given priority. She favored the use of a foreign language like English as a national language. Though it is not possible to educate the entire Indian population and teach them English, she strongly felt that it is a possible solution in the long run. 

On the use of English in India, Mehul Jain felt that the citizens of the country would not accept if a foreign language was imposed on them. He was of the opinion that it would be unfair if a foreign language like English was given preference over all other Indian languages. Mrs. Naidu and Mark felt the same way but then Karen found English as the national language as a solution to this problem. However, she said ‘People will have to preserve their languages and traditions’. When talking about the concept of a national language, both Mark and Karen brought to light the attempt that had been made for globalization of languages and the implementation of a global language and its failure. As I continued speaking about the factors that affected the development of a country the focus shifted to the political system of a country.

Economic growth, Linguistic diversity and political growth of a country are attributed to each other. When asked about how the political system ought to be organized in India for equal opportunities and representation, Mark felt that it was impossible to represent all the different communities in the government. However, Karen felt that the current political structure is ideal and that representation of all communities is guaranteed through the reservation system. While trying to arrive at a solution to the problem, most people seem to feel that it was a mere question of time before things improved in India.

This project has been very rewarding and has given new insights into my topic. The people who I interviewed had different viewpoints, and contradicting ideas which made this project interesting. The interview was more like an informal chat and discussion rather than a question and answers session. My interviewees seem to be interested in the topic and really enjoyed answering my questions. Though Mark was serious, and Karen had a sense of humor, Mark seemed to handle the questions better and came up with clear and comprehensible answers. After interviewing Mark, I came up with a lot more questions which I asked to rest of my interviewees. Another point that I noticed was that all the interviews were different from each other. It was different interviewing a student and a faculty. It was surprising to note that almost all my interviewees, irrespective of their backgrounds and expertise, supported the use of English on a large scale in India in one way or another. They strongly felt that the situation in India is improving and that the government had to plan to hasten the process and tackle the problems of language diverseness. Though all of them gave their opinions and supported it with their own arguments, I would want to find the best solution to this problem. As a part of the next project, I would analyze the materials that I have collected so far from different sources and find a practical solution to this problem. I also plan to voice my personal views on the topic in the up coming project.   

