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Costa Rica and the Potential Risk of Armed Conflict


This article informs us that due to the history of this country and its current position politically and socially speaking it doesn't have to worry about been involved in conflicts. Of course there have been incidents, but they have been sporadic and resolved in a peaceful way.


The article begins describing general information about Costa Rica. It reports that it is part of Central America and borders with Nicaragua, Panama, the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea. It also provides information of its people, telling us that there are approximately 3,600,000 inhabitants. It states that the white race is predominant but culturally and historically speaking, “…the Amerindian substrate is evident.” In this introductory section there is also some information about the temperature and climate in the country, from which we learn that the average temperature is of 24 degrees Celsius and that it has two seasons: a rainy and a dry one.


According to the article the State's responsibilities expanded and improved educative and health services. The author refers to the abolition of the nation’s army and indicates that this happened to due to the country's rejection of anything that threatened its stability and it allowed investing resources in health and education. As a result, the author explains, Costa Rica now has impressive records regarding social indicators and human development.


The article narrates how Costa Rica, recognized for its position of peace and neutrality, is proud of its internal and external stability and of being a world pioneer of the total abolition of its army. It also informs us that Costa Rican President Oscar Arias won the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts and important role he played in the peace negotiations and intervention in Central America and more specifically, in Nicaragua. 


In contrast to what is illustrated previously, the author examines the situation of Latin American countries in general. The article describes how problems like “…terrorist activity and the setting-up of paramilitary groups have recently been on the increase in some countries of Latin America and the world.”


As a conclusion, the author determines that considering the different problems that affect Latin America today, such as economic crisis, unemployment and other social issues, we have to consider that Costa Rica could be affected by violence or even war. The author emphasizes that chances are very remote, but it could happen. 


