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                 The sharp increase in the estimated number of HIV infections in India, from a few thousand in the early 1990’s, to a working estimate of 5.8 million in 2002, has left me in a state of disbelief. These astonishing statistics has left me searching for a lot of answers.

                The reason for my questions is due to an incident that occurred a few

months ago. My chauffeur was suddenly diagnosed with AIDS. Now coming from a very traditional background, I treat my chauffeur as a part of my family. He has been with my family for the past 10 years and has had a helping hand in raising me. He was always there when my family needed him. My family even trusted him to such an extent that he used to have the house key. Hence it was of utmost concern and importance to me when I came to hear of the news.

                What was even more disturbing to me was the fact that he was being isolated in his society. He was being ostracized for a fault that was not even his own. He had developed AIDS because of a mistake during blood transfusion. However his society failed to recognize this, and instead condemned him as immoral and unethical. The government quarters that he was residing in, asked him to move out and my parents had to show them proof that AIDS is not communicable through touch, for them to change their minds. It deeply saddened me to see him have to spend two weeks in my garage with his wife and three children.

               Furthermore, I did not witness the government doing anything that was helping his cause. The income group that he was in could not even afford basic facilities, let alone 
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medical insurance. My family had agreed to provide the funding in an effort to help him combat the deadly disease, but the government was not providing any assistance. There was not a single organization stepped forward with the thought of helping him out in his time of need. There was not a single doctor who thought of referring him to any organization.

                  All this has left me in a quandary. I am aghast at the apathy shown by our government towards a victim. A victim of the incurable and dreaded disease called AIDS. I have a lot of questions that need answering.

                 Firstly, I want to know what exactly is being done to the victims of this fatal disease. Are there any organizations that will step forward in an effort to help him out? Are there any organizations that will help him get past the social stigma that is instigated upon him by his society? Are there any organizations that help the people who can’t afford the best psychiatric consultants and specialists?

                My country has always been classified as a developing country. So secondly, I want to find out what international help is being offered to our country. Is there a source of funding that helps AIDS patients in developing countries such as mine?

                Thirdly, I want to find out whether any measures are being taken to educate the people of my country on the dangers relating to AIDS. Mine is a country where the literacy rate is around 36 percent. I feel that ignorance in my country has caused more suffering and done more damage than the virus itself. Ignorance on the condition has led to discrimination and stigmatization, as I witnessed when he was not allowed to use the public utilities in his area of residence.
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I wanted to find some answers to the above mentioned questions. As I was doing some research on the internet I came across the startling statistics that I have mentioned in the beginning. This really added another level to the questions that I wanted answered. I began appreciating the problem on a global scale and realized that the entire world was battling against the disease.  I realized that man as a whole, was facing the problem. I want to know the reason why AIDS is spreading so rapidly throughout the world?                  

               The readers would probably think that my subsequent papers are going to address the topic on a global scale. On the contrary, I will be concentrating my efforts in researching about the help provided in my country. I will be researching about steps taken by my government in efforts to eradicating the disease. I feel that the reason this topic is so important to me is because I am researching for the cause of both my chauffeur as well as my country.                                                        

               In conclusion, I am going to find out about the organizations in my country that help the AIDS patients. I am going to research both the economic as well as emotional help provided.  It is my sincere wish that we win this battle against this deadly virus. I also hope that this research would provide me with some valuable insights with which I might be able to help my chauffeur lead a better life.

