Library Assignment #1

Intro to THOR Catalog Search 

In this assignment, you will:

· Search the Purdue catalog by author, subject, title, and keyword 

· Use library records to determine the subject headings for various topics

· Read library records to determine the location and status of the holding 

· Do one module of the CORE tutorials and take a quiz. 

First, enter the Purdue Library homepage from http://www.lib.purdue.edu. 

The following exercises are done from the “Search Purdue Library Catalog” section of that page. 

Author Search

To search by author, choose “author” and type in the author’s name with the last name then the first name.  Do a search for resources authored by Albert Einstein.  How many holdings does the library have?____

Click on the title of one holding to see a detailed description of one of Einstein’s publications.  Record the following information:

	Author
	

	Title
	

	Publisher
	

	Location at Purdue
	

	Call Number
	

	Status
	


Journal Title Search

To search by journal title, choose “journal title” and type the exact title of the journal or magazine.  Search for each of the journals and magazines below.  Put a checkmark next to each journal or magazine that the Purdue library owns.  Next to the title of the magazine, write one of the possible library locations for any journal/magazine that is in the library.

	
	
	Appetite

	
	
	

	
	
	Sports Illustrated

	
	
	

	
	
	Journal of Urban Economics

	
	
	

	
	
	Journal of Visual Languages and Computing

	
	
	

	
	
	Learning and Motivation

	
	
	

	
	
	Cosmopolitan


Title Search

To search by title, click “title” and type the exact title of a book or video.  Search by title for the video Still Killing Us Softly.  Record the information on the next page:

	Title 
	

	Publisher
	

	Location at Purdue
	

	Call Number
	

	Status
	

	Subject Headings
	


Do a title search to find Margaret Mead’s book Coming of Age in Samoa.  

	Author
	

	Title 
	

	Publisher
	

	Location at Purdue
	

	Call Number
	

	Status
	

	Subject Headings
	


Subject Search

Subject searches are a little more difficult because the computer uses specific subject headings (the Library of Congress Subject Headings) to search.  If you don’t use the subject headings that are in the computer’s database, you won’t find anything.  There are 2 ways to find the Library of Congress Subject Headings:  (1) to look in the Library of Congress Subject Headings reference books located in the library; (2) to find other related sources in THOR and look at the subject headings in their record.  

For example, if you wanted to find other resources related to the video (Still Killing Us Softly), you could look at the video’s record to see what it’s subject headings are.  In this case, they are: women; advertising; communication – psychological aspects; mass media; kilbourne, jean.  

Use one of the subject headings above to find a related resource:

	Subject heading you used
	

	Title 
	

	Publisher
	

	Location at Purdue
	

	Call Number
	

	Status
	


Keyword Search

Go to the Comprehensive Online Research Education page at http://core.lib.purdue.edu/ and click on Keyword Search. Read the tutorial carefully. At the end of the module, it will ask you if you want to go to the next module or take the quiz. TAKE THE QUIZ AND E-MAIL ME THE RESULTS! 

